SB 113 seeks to prohibit diversity, equity and inclusion in public schools. As a
former public school educator and a lifelong advocate for education, this bill is extremely
upsetting.

The language of this bill specifies that school districts would have to prohibit “any
orientation or training course regarding diversity equity and inclusion.” I'm clear that the
authors of this bill wrote it with the purpose of removing safeguards for LGBTQ+
students, and while it would achieve this problematic goal, it would also impact the
education of students with disabilities. | have submitted testimony to this committee
many times regarding the rights of LGBTQ+ Ohioans, so | believe my position on this
issue is clear. Today, my testimony will focus on the impact this bill will have on Ohio’s
students with disabilities.

As an educator, | dedicated the majority of my time teaching to working
specifically with children receiving special educational services and saw first hand the
challenges these students faced daily. This bill is incredibly discriminatory and would
make it quite difficult to adhere to federal law.

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) asserts the rights of
children with disabilities to receive a “free and appropriate public education”. How can
educators who do not have degrees or licensure in special education be expected to
provide an appropriate education to students with exceptionalities with no specialized
training on how best to serve these students. These students have a right, not only to
be educated, but to have a schooling experience that is as inclusive as possible. This
means being educated in general education classrooms, with their typical peers. And

while special education professionals are able to offer support, they are not able to



spend the entirety of the school day with a single student or in one classroom. This
means that general education teachers must receive training on how to support all
students in their classrooms.

The students | served during my time teaching were brilliant. They deserve a
supportive learning environment and the ability to form friendships with and learn
alongside their typical peers. This bill would be devastating to children and families who
already have to advocate much harder for their children’s rights. | urge you to stand up

for the rights of Ohio’s most vulnerable students, oppose SB 113.



