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May 18, 2026 
 

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee, 
 
Thank you for allowing me to offer my written testimony. My name is Rev. Dr. David Long-
Higgins. I live in Delaware, Ohio, and am a constituent of Senator Brenner. I serve as the 
Conference Minister for the Heartland Conference of the United Church of Christ, with 
oversight and support for 308 congregations and nearly 70,000 members. I am strongly 
opposed to SB 113. 
 
As a person of Christian faith, I am committed to the witness of Jesus and his persistent 
inclusion of those who were otherwise overlooked in his day and time. Jesus persistently and 
consistently moved to the margins and centered whose stories were considered unimportant or 
of no consequence. This move of Jesus toward people on the margins, and his 
acknowledgement of them formed a healing grace that empowered, strengthened, and 
blessed. 
 
I believe we are called to this same mission in our own day and time. I am concerned that 
Senate Bill 113 will diminish our capacity for this kind of movement that empowers, 
strengthens, and blesses all of God's people.  Knowing the pain of the past does not diminish 
us; it strengthens our capacity to build a better future with deep resolve. 
 
I'm deeply concerned that SB113 does not contain the definitions necessary for there to be a 
clear practice that builds the strength of our communities, honoring every story that is a strand 
necessary for the strong weave of our shared humanity.  Quite the opposite, it appears to work 
to unravel this weave and thus portends the weakening of our communities and especially the 
experience and wisdom-building of our children. 
 
I urge you to consider my testimony and stop this diminishing bill from moving forward.  
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rev. Dr. David Long-Higgins 
Conference Minister 
Heartland Conference 
United Church of Christ 
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