
Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee, 

 

My name is Dr. Cherryanne Gunsch.  I am an American citizen and have been a resident 
of Ohio for over 40 years. I write this to you today to tell you that I am firmly opposed to 
SB 113.   
 
My husband and I raised our kids in the Dayton area and are very proud of the amazing 
people they grew up to be.  Because we were a part of the Wright Patterson AFB 
community our kids had the advantage of growing up with other kids from very diverse 
ethnic, religious and ideological backgrounds.  Kids with differing physical and mental 
abilities were mainstreamed and this allowed my kids to see that people who were 
different from themselves had equal value and made good friends.  In this environment 
they learned naturally to think critically and to problem solve.   
 
As for me, I grew up in the baby boomer generation in the deep segregated south in 
Florida.  I lived as a latchkey kid in what was referred to as the white ghetto.  My 
parents, neither of whom had graduated from high school, were fortunate to have jobs 
even though they were minimum wage jobs.  To make ends meet they both worked a 
lot of overtime and we just didn’t see them much. 
 
Daycare was expensive so my brother and I were alone most of the time.   We were on 
our own to get up in the morning, dressed, fed (toast for breakfast, no lunch) and out 
the door to school.  Because my 8 year-old brother was responsible for getting his 5 year 
-old sister to school each morning we both ended up missing a lot of school.  Because 
our schools were overcrowded and teachers were not educated in the challenges of 
poverty it took a long time for our school to identify our issues and recommend after 
school care programming at a local church.  Attendance improved and we got our 
homework done.  But we were still on our own to get to school and to the afterschool 
program.  We still ate toast for breakfast and did not have lunch. 
 
There were no diversity, equity or inclusion programs so teachers were not trained to 
deal with issues of poverty, substance abuse or other social ills.  Learning disabilities 
were not identified or understood.  Kids with speech impediments were mercilessly 
bullied.  Kids with physical or developmental disabilities were simply not present in the 
schools and many were institutionalized.  There were no free lunch programs or even 
any kind of awareness as to whether students had lunch or not.   
 
As I mentioned before, teachers were not trained to deal with issues affecting some kids 
but not others.  So when desegregation was instituted in the mid-70s and black kids 
were bussed in from the black ghetto there were new social issues that no one knew 
how to deal with.  At first the black kids were ostracized by the white kids and very tired 
and stressed black kids seemed to get a bit unruly according to the white kids.  Then we 
saw riots, kids smuggling glass coke bottles on the high school campus which were 



broken and used to cut up kids who were different than themselves.  From there we 
saw an influx of Vietnamese boat people and Cuban boat people coming to our shores 
as refugees.  And ostracized and attacked in the schools by white kids.  And teachers just 
kept teaching per usual and we all weathered the storm while confederate flags were 
hung in windows and fluttered in the wind on bypassing cars.  Still diversity, equity and 
inclusion were unheard of.   
 
Schools were still over crowded and teachers under educated about dealing with social 
issues or even counseling kids in planning for life after graduation.  Because my grades 
were not the best, my parents were absent and I was not endowed with a penis I was 
never asked if I had any hopes for my future.  On the one occasion I was able to talk 
with a counselor I was told that I was categorized as likely to get married and have 
babies so no effort was made to help me prepare for college or even any kind of 
vocational training.  It was too late to do anything about it.  But I had friends who were 
more fortunate and encouraged me to keep working.   
 
I was the first in my family to graduate from high school.  From there I worked part-time 
and attended community college.  Yes, I got married and had babies but I was strongly 
encouraged by my spouse to continue my education.  It involved a lot of remedial work 
on my part as I stole time between working to pay for school and maintaining the home.  
At the age of 55 I completed my clinical doctorate degree and was finally able to 
contribute meaningfully to family finances. 
 
When I reflect on my life I am proud of what I have accomplished but I am deeply 
saddened to think how much more I could have done if I had been enabled to succeed 
earlier.   If only diversity, equity and inclusion had been a part of my teachers education.   
Would the challenges faced by impoverished latchkey kids have been recognized and 
mediated in a timely manner?   Would I have learned that people different from me 
could enrich my life and help me think more critically?  Could I have been prepared to 
continue my education on a more typical timeline and then contribute to society more 
fully?   
 
We still have social ills that prevent kids from realizing their full potential.  We still have 
systemic racism, sexism, ageism and many other isms including religious intolerance and 
hatred.  These things affect all of us and will not just go away.  It takes a very conscious 
effort to combat these things and to make things fair for everybody.  We need to 
celebrate diversity.  We need to provide equitable programming in our schools so that 
kids receive what they need to succeed even when other kids don’t need those same 
things.  We need inclusion so that all kids will feel safe and welcome in the classroom.   
 
SB 113 which would ban diversity, equity and inclusion in our schools will set society 
back by at least 50 years.  White Supremacists will be happy but everyone else will see 
worsened rates of poverty, increasing crime rates, violence and hatred  
 



Thank you for considering my testimony today and please say no to SB 113. 
 
 
Dr. Cherryanne Gunsch 
9544 Swigert Rd. 
Loveland, OH  45140 
419-956-9241 

 


