Opponent Testimony on Ohio Senate Bill 113

Chair Andrew Brenner

Ohio Senate Education Committee

Re: Opponent Testimony for Senate Bill 113

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 113.

My name is Jackie Surratt. | am an education consultant, former school leader, instructional coach, and
classroom teacher in Ohio. For the past several years, my work has focused on helping schools create

environments where students feel safe, connected, challenged, and supported so they can learn at high levels.

| oppose SB 113 because | believe it will create confusion, fear, and division in schools at a time when educators

and students desperately need stability, trust, and strong relationships.

In practice, much of what is labeled “DEI” in schools is simply good teaching and healthy school culture. It looks
like helping educators understand the needs of different learners. It looks like building relationships with families.
It looks like ensuring students feel a sense of belonging so they can engage academically. It looks like preparing

students to collaborate with people who have different life experiences and perspectives.

As someone who has worked in classrooms and coached educators across many different school communities, |
can say with confidence that students learn best when they feel known, respected, and emotionally safe.
Educators cannot build those environments if they are afraid that conversations, trainings, or support structures

could be interpreted as violations of vague legislation.

| am especially concerned about the chilling effect this bill could have on educators. Teachers and school leaders
are already navigating enormous pressure. Many are exhausted and leaving the profession. Legislation like this
adds more fear and uncertainty while distracting from the real issues schools face: academic recovery, student

mental health, attendance, staffing shortages, and student engagement.

This bill also undermines local decision-making. Ohio schools serve very different communities with very different
needs. Local educators and school boards are in the best position to determine how to support their students and

families.



| became an educator because | believe every child deserves to feel valued and capable of success. The
strongest schools | have worked in are not schools where everyone thinks the same. They are schools where
students and adults learn to work across differences with respect, curiosity, and accountability.

SB 113 moves us further away from that goal.

| respectfully ask you to vote no on Senate Bill 113.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Jackie Surratt




