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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair O’Brien, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding Senate Bill 400, which proposes the designation of 
“high-quality youth development programs” in Ohio.  

By background, I am an educator and administrator who has spent decades developing systems and program-level 
standards and framework models designed to employ evidence-based practices in order to produce measurable 
student outcomes. My work has included supporting educational and youth-serving organizations in designing 
programs, evaluating quality standards, aligning initiatives to state priorities, and implementing structures that 
improve student engagement, attendance, social-emotional development, and overall student success. 

I appreciate the intent behind this legislation. Establishing standards for high-quality out-of-school time (OST) and 
youth development programming has the potential to strengthen accountability, elevate effective practices, and 
create future opportunities for investment in programs that improve outcomes for Ohio’s children and families. 
However, I have significant concerns regarding the bill as currently written and respectfully urge the committee to 
revise several provisions before advancing the legislation. Most notably, the bill’s requirement that programs operate 
across multiple counties in order to qualify for designation would exclude many of Ohio’s highest-quality and most 
impactful youth-serving programs. 

Operating in multiple counties is not an indicator of quality. Some of the strongest out-of-school time programs in 
Ohio are deeply embedded within a single school district, educational service center region, city, or county. Their 
effectiveness comes from strong partnerships with schools, families, and community organizations, not from 
geographic expansion. 

These locally focused programs are helping school districts address one of Ohio’s most pressing educational 
priorities: chronic absenteeism. Many OST programs are successfully reconnecting students to school through 
relationship-building, enrichment opportunities, mentoring, mental health supports, and family engagement 
strategies. Excluding these programs from a state-recognized quality designation would undermine organizations 
actively supporting statewide attendance and engagement goals. 

I am also concerned about the bill’s requirements related to year-round programming and serving students across 
all grade levels. While these characteristics may describe some programs, they are not indicators of program 
quality. Many highly effective programs are intentionally specialized. Some focus specifically on early literacy, middle 
school transition years, high school workforce readiness, students with disabilities, behavioral health supports, or 
targeted intervention populations identified through school data. Their specialized focus is often precisely what 
makes them successful. 

Likewise, many impactful OST programs operate during critical out-of-school time periods, such as after school or 
summer learning, without operating continuously year-round. These programs may still demonstrate strong 
attendance outcomes, academic growth, social-emotional development, and student engagement. 

Quality should be measured by effectiveness, evidence-based practice, student outcomes, safety, staff 
development, and meaningful engagement, not by whether a program operates every month of the year, serves 
every grade level, or has expanded into multiple counties. 



As written, Senate Bill 400 risks discouraging innovation and limiting opportunities for emerging programs 
implementing promising or evidence-based practices. Many innovative programs begin by responding to a specific 
local need within one community before scaling. Requiring geographic expansion and broad operational structures 
as prerequisites for recognition favors organizational size and infrastructure over actual impact on students. 

Additionally, I urge the committee to align this legislation with existing recognized standards for high-quality 
out-of-school time programming, including the standards developed by the Ohio Afterschool Network. 

The Ohio Afterschool Network (OAN) already has an established framework that defines program quality with a 
focus on: 

●​ Safe and supportive environments 
●​ Youth engagement and belonging 
●​ Qualified and trained staff 
●​ Family and community partnerships 
●​ Continuous quality improvement 
●​ Evidence-informed practices 
●​ Academic and social-emotional supports 

Aligning Senate Bill 400 with these existing frameworks would strengthen consistency across the state and ensure 
that designation criteria reflect research-based indicators of program quality. 

Finally, while this designation is not currently tied directly to funding, such designations often influence future grant 
opportunities, partnerships, and competitive funding decisions. 

School districts, educational service centers, and community-based nonprofit providers are already navigating 
increasing financial pressures and reductions in public education funding. Excluding them from eligibility for a 
state-recognized “high-quality” designation could unintentionally make it harder for these organizations to compete 
for future grants or investments despite the critical role they play in serving students and families. 

At a time when schools and youth-serving organizations are being asked to do more with fewer resources, Ohio 
should not create unnecessary barriers that disadvantage high-performing local programs. 

I respectfully urge the committee to revise the bill to: 

●​ Remove the multi-county operation requirement 
●​ Remove requirements tied to year-round operation and serving all grade levels 
●​ Focus designation criteria on measurable quality indicators and student outcomes 
●​ Align standards with existing Ohio OST quality frameworks 
●​ Ensure equitable access for school districts, ESCs, rural providers, and community-based organizations of 

varying sizes 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I would be happy to answer any questions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Maggie Buckley 
Sheridan-Buckley Consulting 


