Opponent Testimony by Agnes 1. Martin
Against Ohio Senate Bill 113 which would prohibit public
schools from promoting diversity, equity and inclusion

Ohio Senate Education Committee
Tuesday, May 19, 3:00 p.m.
Ohio State House South Hearing Room

Committee Members:

Thank you for this opportunity to testify in opposition
to Senate Bill 113.

Chairman Brennan, ranking member Ingram

My name is Agnes I. Martin. I am a mother, a
grandmother, a former teacher, and an old woman. These
are my best credentials. There may be others, including my
education and my good standards when choosing a life
partner.

From my perspective, diversity, equity and inclusion
are strange qualities to consider banning. We are already a
diverse country. So how does that make equity and
inclusion bad goals? Equity and inclusion are not fully
achieved, but we need to go toward those goals, not away
from them.

Ohio Senate Bill 113, as I understand it, would ban
public schools from promoting diversity, equity and
inclusion. Why? What does that even mean? QOur State has
managed since its inception in 1803 to get along without this
legislation. Why do we need it now?



Ohio Senate Bill 113 is designed to feed the racist and
authoritarian appetite of the national Republican Party.
What would Senate Bill 113 do for OQhioans? Since the early
days, we got along fine without this ban in Ohio. Teachers
and schools have been able to educate their students without
much interference from Ohio’s legislators. Why are
legislators now suggesting that only some people deserve
equity and inclusion? People in this Country have been
discriminated against. By now, I hope, we have matured
enough to know that our behavior then was wrong.

Since Ohio Senate Bill 113 does not define what
diversity, equity and inclusion are, how will teachers and
schools be able to determine what they can legally do, say, or
teach? The bill is designed to discourage free speech.
Perhaps the legislators supporting this bill believe that they
should decide what teachers can say in the classroom. In the
past, local voters and school boards took action if a teacher
spoke or behaved inappropriately.

The national Republican Party draws lines to establish
which people are insiders and which people are outsiders.
They choose winners and losers, depending on who can come
up with the most money. By destroying the voting rights act,
by gerrymandering and by lying about their Democratic
Party opponents, they hope to maintain their one-party rule.

Quashing the right to free speech in education is
another encroachment to keep our children who are future
voters from hearing and considering various points of view.
At least we hope they will be allowed to vote when they grow

up.

Please vote against Senate Bill 113, which, to me, is
obviously unconstitutional.



