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Dear Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and the Senate
Education Committee Members,

I appreciate the opportunity to inform the Committee why I stand in opposition to SB 113. 1
have been and am a strong supporter of public education as a place of learning for all the
children of my diverse community, regardless of the child’s race, culture, family financial
status etc. I am a former teacher; I've listened and read expert opinions about this issue, and
they do not support this ban. Frankly, from what I have learned, including from my own
childrens’ experience in a diverse community and public school system, families, students
and communities benefit when our public schools address diversity, equity and inclusion.
Education in such a setting prepares children for the world in which we live.

e Diversity training strengthens teachers’ abilities to meet the needs of all children
in Ohio’s multicultural public school systems, so all children have the opportunity to
succeed.

e Equity ensures every student will receive the resources they need for learning.

¢ Inclusion supports leaders doing smart, adaptive thinking around belonging in our
schools.

SB 113, if passed, will play into political polarization and will prevent our schools and
communities from being places where all Ohio students are safe, welcomed and well-cared
for in ways necessary to support their learning.

SB 113, if passed, will do irreparable harm to the families and children of Ohio. I urge you to
oppose this bill.



