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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of
the Senate Education Committee,

Thank you for hearing my testimony. My name is Angela Dockery and | am
strongly opposed to S.B. 113 and ask that you vote NO.

| have a Master’s Plus Degree in Elementary Education, a Bachelor’s of
Education and a TESOL endorsement. | have served Ohio as a public school
teacher in Worthington Schools and in Southwestern City Schools. | have been a
Children’s Ministry Director at a local church and have volunteered with multiple
social service organizations. | embrace public education for every single child.

I love my city. When | visit the local parks, | am surrounded by a vibrant
ecosystem of spectacular people. People in my city compose a symphony that
defines the 94,000 of us in Hilliard. Our students in our schools reflect this
glorious symphony of uniqueness as well. In the 10th largest Ohio school
district, Hilliard City Schools has 16,061 students. Our district is comprised of
rural, near rural and suburban areas with portions of Dublin, Columbus and five
townships.

| call this a symphony. A symphony where the school district uses its
collaborative community care of its children to bring out the voice and talents of
each individual student. This is the beauty of a symphony.

SB 113 seeks to destroy this symphonic beauty.

How will teachers and staff be able to respond, in the middle of class, to a
student describing their horrific escape from a burning home and the nightmares
they suffer from each night without training on the diverse range of symptoms
trauma inflicts on children?

How will teachers and staff address the background knowledge
differences students present, due to wide socioeconomic life differences,
without professional development?

How can teachers and staff can relate with dignity to families, who may be
living very differently from themselves, without training?



How will students whose families use every bit of their energy to provide
food, shelter and clothing experience fairness across their educational journey
without a state dedicated to providing that fairness and the open dialogue and
lived experience it may require through specific hiring of staff?

How will students with disabilities continue to access an education, that
until 1972 did not have to educate them at all, if we as a state are not 100%
committed to including 100% of our students in our public schools and
willing to use the word inclusion?

How will students have a way to express to school staff the ways they feel
heard, supported and valued- which thereby increases their safety, participation,
engagement and ability to learn, if all the staff orientation training, offices or job
positions that hear students are eliminated?

Compassion, friendship, charity, courtesy, kindness, patience with one
another, appreciation of differences, acceptance, peace, joy and mutual
learning-from-each-other are the mainstays of diversity, equity and inclusion.

In conclusion, | have offered my own thoughts on diversity. This written
legislation does not. It provides no definition for equity, inclusion, or diversity.

I implore you: embrace the diversity of your individual schools in Ohio.
Celebrate inclusion. Laud equity so we may lift up all people living in our state of
Ohio. Vote No.



