Cynthia M Strieter-Boland, MD
9605 Ravinia Drive
Olmsted Falls, Ohio 44138

Dear Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the Senate
Education Committee,

| am a retired physician with 35 years of practice in community pediatrics. | am also a mother
and grandmother. | have worked in urban and suburban communities and know that the
children of Ohio are wonderfully diverse. | am strongly opposed to SB 113.

My experience with families has taught me that children are diverse in color, culture and ability.
Those differences cannot be eliminated with mandates. As a Christian | know that each child is
created in the image of God and deserves an education that optimizes the best of their
abilities. SB 113 provides such an ambiguous definition of diversity, equity and inclusion that |
fear children with intellectual and physical disabilities will be disenfranchised.

Experienced educators know that an understanding of the unique needs of their students is
foundational to providing the excellent education that Ohio public schools has historically
provided. It is in conflict with fair education and stands in stark contrast to the teachings of
Christ to not promote equity and inclusion.

| have been an Ohioan my entire life. | am a product of public schools. | love my country and
our democracy. | ask you to consider my testimony and stop this shameful bill from moving
forward.

Cynthia M Strieter-Boland, MD



