Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Anna Jones. | am a lifelong resident
of Ohio, a married mother of two and a public school teacher here in Columbus. | am firmly
opposed to SB 113.

I’ve spent my teaching career working with students who are dealing with hardships,
whether those were educational, emotional or environmental. The DEI policies that
allowed myself and other staff to meet their needs almost without exception improved the
lives of these students and helped keep them from dropping out. If the goal of public
education is to benefit not only individuals, but society as a whole, there is no better
approach than by taking care of ALL of our students, where they are.

We are careening backwards, to the days of “separate but equal” knowing in advance that
nothing was further from the truth. Students with IEP’s, emotional challenges, experiencing
homelessness, trying to express their natural identity or attempting to honor their individual
religious practices should not be shamed or disregarded because they do not blend in to
homogenous larger crowd. These students have much to offer if we welcome them into the
fold.

| ask you to consider my testimony and stop this disastrous bill from moving forward.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.

Anna Jones



