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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on S.B. 400. My name is
Katherine McWatters, and | am the owner of McWatters Consulting, LLC . | have 35 years of experience in
designing, developing and implementing Out of School Time (OST) programs in both the public and
private sectors in Ohio.

My work in OST programming began in January 1990. | provided OST before and after school program
management and direct service care to K-12 school age children participating in public, private and
community program settings. | worked with St. Philip Elementary School, Action for Children, Grove City
Parks and Recreation (Southwestern City Schools), YMCA of Central Ohio (Bexley and Whitehall City
Schools) and Delaware County Education Service Center (Delaware City and Buckeye Valley Local
Schools). In 2007, | expanded my work and founded McWatters Consulting, LLC.

McWatters Consulting has worked with 47 organization which included school districts, charter schools,
education service centers, community colleges and not for profit and for profit community programs in
Ohio to establish 86 OST program sites which have the capacity to serve 4,300 students. Through the
development, design and implementation of these programs, we have guided and assured that the OST
services provided by these program sites would not only meet regulatory and non-regulatory state and
federal grant standards but also met the quality program standards outlined in Quality Standards for
Ohio’s Out of School Time Programs. These standards do include measurable outcomes and indicators
for evidence-based curriculum, safety, financial accountability, qualified staff, and community
partnerships.

These 86 impactful OST programs were and are deeply rooted in a single county or local communities.
These 86 afterschool and summer learning programs play a critical role in providing academically and
economically at risk students with safe, structured environments so that students participating in these
programs stay academically engaged, develop learning confidence and build appropriate social skills.
These programs have and are providing exceptional outcomes for youth in their communities.

The programs continually strive to build strong relationships in schools, with families, and with local
organizations to deliver highly individualized, culturally responsive, and community-specific services for
students and families. The high quality expectations and outcomes are met precisely because these
programs are locally focused rather than geographically expansive.

While most of the criteria in the S.B. 400 is suggestive of high quality programs, S.B. 400 requires
programs to demonstrate “a history of operating year-round programming for students in grades K-12
across multiple counties in Ohio” in order to qualify for designation.
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As written, S.B. 400 unintentionally disadvantages the 47 organizations that | represent because they do
not operate in multiple counties. “Operating year-round programming for students in grades K-12
across multiple counties in Ohio “ has never been and is not an indicator of program quality.

S.B. 400 should recognize quality wherever it exists.

e Inschool districts, charters schools, education service centers and community colleges

e Inthe rural and community-based nonprofits with limited administrative capacity but strong
evidence of impact

e Inthe innovative local programs that intentionally focus on depth of service rather than
expansion

e In the emerging high-quality organizations that may not yet have the resources to scale
regionally

| respectfully urge the committee to consider revising language in S.B. 400 to allow high-quality
programs to qualify for recognition regardless of whether or not they operate year round and the
number of counties served. “Operating year-round programming for students in grades K—12 across
multiple counties in Ohio” is not an indicator of program quality.

| thank the committee for your consideration.
| would like to thank Senator Manchester for her work in supporting Out of School Time Programs.

Ohio’s youth benefit from both strong statewide, regional and local programs whether they are locally
focused or geographically expansive.
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