May 18, 2026

Dear Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate
Education Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to SB 113.

My name is Victoria Fagan, and | have spent my career serving Ohio students, educators, and
families. | am a former 3rd grade teacher and currently a gifted intervention specialist and
literacy specialist . My perspective comes not from politics, but from years of working directly
with schools and listening closely to the people most impacted by legislation like this: students,
families, and educators.

What | continue to hear is clear; the people closest to children do not support this ban because
they understand that diversity, equity, and inclusion are not political ideas in schools; they are
practical ways we help every child succeed and feel that they belong.

In my work, diversity means helping educators better serve the students sitting in front of them
every day. It means teachers learning strategies to support multilingual learners as they develop
English language skills. It means recognizing that students learn differently and creating multiple
pathways for them to engage, grow, and achieve success.

Equity means recognizing that students do not all begin from the same starting point and
ensuring they receive the support they need to thrive. | have seen firsthand how additional
literacy support, summer learning opportunities, and targeted interventions can change the
trajectory of a child’s education.

Inclusion means creating school communities where every student is able to participate,
contribute, and feel valued. It is the thoughtful work of making sure a student with asthma can
safely join field day activities, or a student who uses a wheelchair can fully participate alongside
peers. Inclusion is about belonging, dignity, and care.

These are not abstract concepts to me. They are the daily realities of schools and communities
across Ohio. They are part of the work educators do because they care deeply about children
and want every student to have the opportunity to succeed.

SB 113 threatens to undermine that work. Its broad language adds to political division while
creating fear and uncertainty in schools. Instead of supporting educators and students, it risks
making schools less welcoming, less responsive, and less prepared to meet the needs of Ohio’s
children.

| urge you to take the time to truly listen to the voices of students, families, educators, and
researchers across our state. Their concerns are real, and they deserve thoughtful
consideration. Ohio’s schools should remain places where every child is safe, supported,
welcomed, and cared for.



For these reasons, | respectfully urge you to oppose SB 113.
Sincerely,

Victoria Fagan



