Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Melissa Scott. | am a Powell resident,
a mother of two, and an educator. | am passionately opposed to SB 113.

Every day, | work with a diverse range of students — children of different races, gender
Identities, abilities, and backgrounds. These students are bright, compassionate, and
capable. They deserve classrooms where they feel safe, valued, and represented. When

students feel like they belong, they are more engaged, more confident, and more successful
academically.

Research from North Carolina State University found that students who feel their classrooms
are inclusive are more likely to feel a sense of belonging, participate in class, and stay
engaged in learning. As educators, we should be creating environments where every chila

can thrive — not passing legislation that tells some students they are less worthy of
acknowledgment or support.

Bills like SB 113 will hurt the students who already face the greatest challenges. Children who
feel isolated, different, or unseen are often the ones who most need encouragement and
connection at school. Instead of helping students succeed, this bill risks creating fear,
division, and exclusion in our classrooms.

| ask you to consider my testimony and stop this harmful bill from moving forward.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.




