
​Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate​
​Education Committee,​

​Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Kevin Callahan. I am a high​
​school English teacher at Shaker Heights High School​​.​​I am passionately opposed to SB​
​113.​

​As a high school literature teacher, I am often encouraging students to put themselves in​
​other people’s shoes. This exercise is the whole goal of literature, to build empathy. I​
​teach American Literature to my sophomore students. America, as its melting pot​
​moniker suggests, consists of diverse people, and diverse authors, with unique stories. It​
​is important to build Americans who are able to empathize with people in all walks of​
​life. It is crucial that critical thinkers develop their own ideas about the world.​

​I suggest that you have had a most limited education if you feel the need to curb what​
​someone is able to learn about. History is not kind to those authoritarian regimes that​
​attempted to burn books and indoctrinate their people.​

​I ask you to consider my testimony and stop this disgusting, donkey-brained,  bill from​
​moving forward.​

​Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.​


