
Prof. Chris Orban
Ohio State University professor serving Columbus and Marion

Comment on Senate Continuing Resolution 16

Whether or not this continuing resolution passes, there is substantial momentum for 
dismantling the US Department of Education (US DOE). This being the case, creating a 
task force in Ohio to prepare our state for that eventuality, as the resolution proposes, is a 
very sensible idea. As an interested party on this legislation, I would like to comment on 
the scope of what that task force should consider.

In brief, I wish to emphasize that for Ohio to “assume full responsibility for education 
programs” means that Ohio would need to fund university-based education 
research programs and teacher professional development programs and not the 
federal government.  As test scores continue to stagnate and as AI transforms the 
education space, it is vital to invest in these activities. In the past US DOE was a major 
funder of education research and teacher professional development.

When I started as a tenure track physics professor at OSU’s Marion in 2014, there were 
often physics and physical science teachers on campus who were being trained as part of 
the Improving Teacher Quality Program (ITQP). Most teachers of physics start in another 
area like biology or chemistry and get talked into teaching physics, so programs like these 
where novice teachers can receive a stipend for participating in professional development 
likely have a significant impact on student learning.

Although ITQP was administered by ODHE, it was a “pass through” program where US 
DOE provided millions of dollars per year of support just to Ohio. When funds from US 
DOE dried up around 2016, the program ended. Now in 2026, if you look on the ODHE 
website under grants, there are no RFPs for K12 teacher training in the areas of 
math, science or artificial intelligence. I would also comment that in the decade since 
ITQP funding expired, my sense is that professional teacher societies across our state 
have shrunk, because these groups are often connected to colleges or university faculty.

Regarding education research, we have already seen the elimination of US DOE programs 
such as the EIR grants which provided individual research projects with more than $1M in 
funds. Ohio could have competed for EIR funds to do research on the expansion of 
computer science in our state, or research on incorporating AI into the classroom, or the 
very excellent discrete math and data science courses that are a part of the Ohio High 
School Math Pathways program. Another significant source of US DOE education 
research funding is the Institute of Education Sciences (IES). A recent report proposes 
some changes to IES, shifting it away from individual projects for individual states, but if 
US DOE is eliminated then presumably IES would be eliminated as well. Eliminating IES 
would eliminate another opportunity for Ohio’s colleges and universities to compete 
to bring Ohio’s federal tax dollars back to our state to invest in education research 
projects of interest. Ordinarily I would take this opportunity to encourage DEW to work 
harder to partner with Ohio’s universities to compete for these funds but this presumes that 
IES will continue to exist.

Recently, I ejoyed listening to the Sold a Story podcast by Emily Hanford where I learned 
more about the science of reading and evidence-based literacy instruction. As an 
education researcher myself, I think it’s great that the state of Ohio encourages schools to 
adopt science of reading curricula. The comment that I have is that we appreciate the 
science of reading because it is based on a mountain of education research. Much 
of that research was funded by the US federal government. As the federal government 
ramps down education research funding, more of this burden falls to states. To that end, I 
would encourage the task force to consider creating a state-funded grant program where 
Ph.D. students in Ohio would compete for funds to interview and analyze lower income 
school districts that greatly outperform other comparable districts. If you look at the 
OhioLINK thesis database there is relatively little in that category.

https://highered.ohio.gov/educators/grant-resources
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