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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education
Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to SB 127. While | currently serve
as a member of the North Canton City Schools Board of Education, | am writing to you today strictly
in my individual capacity as a concerned Ohio resident.

SB 127 is a dangerous example of government overreach that threatens public education, local
control, workers’ rights, and parents’ rights across Ohio. Rather than supporting schools with the
resources they need, this bill relies on punitive measures tied heavily to problematic standardized
test scores and would force drastic actions including school closures, staff replacement, and
transferring schools to outside operators with little connection to the community.

Public schools are the heart of our communities. In many areas, schools serve as safe spaces for
students, provide meals and support services, and act as vital community anchors. Closing
schools or removing local control does not strengthen communities — it destabilizes them.

SB 127 would strip decision-making authority away from locally elected school boards, educators,
parents, and taxpayers, replacing it with state-directed mandates made with little community
involvement, and doing so at a time when the state's share of funding of local schools is at its
lowest—35%--in over two decades. Parents deserve a meaningful voice in decisions affecting their
children’s education, and communities deserve the right to shape the future of their schools.

This bill could also cause the waste of prior investments in school buildings, undermine collective
bargaining agreements, and lead to mass job losses with ripple effects throughout local

economies.

Our students deserve safe, equitable, fully resourced public schools — not legislation that
prioritizes punishment over partnership.

| urge the committee to reject SB 127 and instead focus on policies that invest in and strengthen
Ohio’s public schools and communities.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,

Lindsey Wyckoff



