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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate 
Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony against Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 16. My name is Melissa Cropper, and I serve as the President of the 
Ohio Federation of Teachers. OFT represents active and retired teachers in traditional and 
charter schools, support staff, higher education faculty and staff, library employees, and social 
workers. 
 
At a time when Ohio schools are working to address educator shortages, student mental health 
challenges, and learning recovery, this resolution sends the entirely wrong message to students, 
families, and educators. The U.S. Department of Education plays a crucial role in ensuring that 
every child– regardless of ZIP code, disability, family income, or background– has equal access 
to educational opportunity. 

OFT and the American Federation of Teachers have consistently warned that dismantling the 
Department of Education would gut the agency and its ability to support students with 
disabilities, students living in poverty, and students relying on financial aid. Federal education 
funding supports Title I services for low-income students, IDEA protections for students with 
disabilities, career-technical education, Pell Grants, and student loan programs. The 
Department also plays an essential role in protecting students’ civil rights, and ensuring that 
federal dollars are distributed fairly and transparently.  

While this bill’s sponsor argues that education decisions should be left entirely to states, the 
reality is that federal involvement exists because states have historically provided unequal 
access and opportunity to many students. The federal role helps ensure that vulnerable 
students are not left behind based solely on where they live or the wealth of their community. 
 
Ohio educators do not want more political instability surrounding public education; what they 
need is for policymakers to focus on adequately funding schools, strengthening the educator 
pipeline, supporting students with disabilities, and expanding educational opportunity– not 
engaging in political attacks on the institutions that help schools function. 
 
Frankly, this is a bill that will not make any meaningful improvement in the lives of Ohio’s 
students and educators. For these reasons, OFT respectfully urges this committee to reject 
SCR 16 and work collaboratively with educators, parents, and school communities to strengthen 
public education at every level. 

 


