May 18, 2026

Dear Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Senate
Education Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to share my opposition to SB 113. | am an educator — a teacher,
school leader, former instructional coach, and have worked in public schools over 15 years. |
continue listening closely to the experts closest to children and families, and they do not support
this ban. Families, students, and communities benefit when our public schools thoughtfully
address diversity, equity, and inclusion.

Diversity training helps educators better serve Ohio’s students. For example, teachers working
with English language learners gain professional learning that helps them adjust instruction so
students can grow in speaking, reading, and writing English. Diversity in education also means
recognizing that students have different strengths, interests, and learning styles, and providing
multiple pathways for them to succeed in school and in life.

Equity means ensuring every student receives the support they need to learn and thrive. This
can look like providing additional literacy or math tutoring for elementary students who need
more learning time in order to make meaningful progress.

Inclusion means creating schools where every child feels a sense of belonging and has access
to the full school experience. For example, school leaders work to ensure students with asthma,
mobility challenges, or other needs can still fully participate in activities such as field days,
assemblies, and other important traditions taking place in schools across Ohio.

This is the work happening in our schools every day. These efforts are practical,
student-centered, and rooted in care for children and families. SB 113 uses broad language that
risks discouraging educators from supporting students in thoughtful and appropriate ways.
Rather than helping schools, it adds to division and political polarization at a time when students
need connection, belonging, and support.

| urge you to take the time necessary to listen carefully to educators, students, families, and
researchers across Ohio who have expressed serious concerns about this legislation. Our
public schools should remain places where every Ohio student feels safe, respected, welcomed,
and valued.

For these reasons, | respectfully ask you to oppose SB 113.
Sincerely,

Jessica Rini






