Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the State
Education Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Andrea Bauer. | am a retired
Beavercreek City Public School teacher and parent of three children who graduated from Ohio
Public Schools and Universities. | have serious concerns and am deeply troubled by Ohio SB
113.

The official description of SB 113 is: “To prohibit diversity, equity, and inclusion in public
schools.” Given the nature of public schools, how could such prohibition be possible? By
design public schools must include all students in their jurisdiction, which typically creates a
diverse community of learners. All students enrolled in a public school are included in the
appropriate learning environment and activities within the institution. Educational decisions
utilize specific criteria in order to treat all students fairly.

I do not understand the purpose of SB 113. As a retired educator it makes no sense.
Considering the diverse communities public school serves, the schools reflect the diversity.
Teachers strive to engage every student, to create a safe environment for all students, to
respect the individuality of each student, and to create a community of learners. Learning occurs
only when students feel safe, respected, and included in their educational environment.

Beavercreek City Schools’ primary mission is: “ inspiring and empowering tomorrow’s leaders”.
When you investigate further, the mission statement consistently refers to “all” students. The
goal is to create an environment which fosters the potential of “all” students within
Beavercreek’s diverse population. Why would you prohibit this?

How would this be implemented? What would you want Beavercreek to do differently? Would
SB 113 target the 17% of our district that is special needs? ((Beavercreek is very proud of its
reputation in the military community for providing exceptional education and inclusion for
challenged learners.). Annually to prepare for the new school year, our Student Council and
teachers host “Welcome Everybody”. It is a day for incoming sixth graders to gather, play
games, tour the school, and develop community. Would this be allowed? The high school has a
similar program for incoming ninth graders. Have you thought about the destruction to the
educational climate with the complaint process? Any student, parent, or district employee can
allege a violation. Given years of experience within public schools | see this as a means for
disgruntled people to seek revenge without valid cause.

| ask you to consider my testimony and stop this insidious bill from moving forward.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.
Andrea Bauer



