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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee, thank you for allowing me to share our opposition to Senate Bill 113,
which would prohibit diversity, equity, and inclusion initiatives in Ohio’s public schools on
behalf of the Ohio School Counselor Association.

We oppose SB 113 because it would make it harder for schools to support every student’s
academic, social, and emotional growth. Ohio’s schools serve students from a wide range of
cultural, socioeconomic, linguistic, and family backgrounds. Effective school counseling
requires counselors to understand and respond to the real-life experiences that impact student
achievement, attendance, behavior, school connectedness, and mental health.

School counselors are ethically and professionally obligated to ensure that every student feels
safe, supported, and connected to their school community. Inclusive counseling practices are not
political initiatives; they are evidence-based student support strategies that improve academic
engagement, reduce behavioral concerns, strengthen school climate, and increase graduation
readiness.

Our schools continue to face growing concerns related to anxiety, depression, trauma, chronic
absenteeism, bullying, behavioral challenges, and student disengagement. School counselors are
often on the front lines of addressing these issues by helping students build healthy relationships,
develop coping skills, strengthen self-awareness, and connect with appropriate resources and
interventions.

Restricting discussions, programs, or training related to diversity, equity, inclusion, belonging, or
culturally responsive support could unintentionally limit a school counselor’s ability to identify
barriers to student success and provide appropriate interventions. These efforts are not about
division; they are about ensuring students feel respected, valued, and connected within their
school environment so they are better positioned to learn and thrive.

Research and practice consistently demonstrate that students perform better academically when
they experience a sense of belonging and psychological safety at school. Students cannot achieve
at high academic levels when they do not feel connected, understood, or supported within their
educational environments. Efforts that promote belonging, relationship-building, cultural
understanding, and student wellness are directly aligned with the mission of education and with



statewide goals related to attendance, academic performance, school safety, and workforce
readiness.

Ohio school counselors serve all students and work daily to remove barriers that interfere with
learning and development. Limiting counselors’ ability to grow professionally, provide inclusive,
and student-centered support could create unintended consequences for student engagement,
achievement, mental health, and overall school climate.

We respectfully encourage lawmakers to ensure that any legislation preserves the ability of
school counselors and educators to provide developmentally appropriate, evidence-based support
that helps all students succeed academically, socially, emotionally, and behaviorally. Policies
that create uncertainty around student support practices may discourage schools from addressing
the very issues that most deeply impact student achievement and school culture.

SB 113 would create confusion about these important practices and could discourage schools
from providing the programs and interventions that support student well-being and academic
success. A few questions to ask yourself: Would school counselors and educators no longer be
able to gain professional development around the needs of students with disabilities? Or learn
effective support interventions for gifted and talented students? What would happen to our
homeless youth if school counselors and educators were unable to learn about the McKinley
Vento Act and the protections and resources it offers to students? Additionally, we fear that this
bill will eliminate professional development around the very unique populations of our students
in foster care and those who are economically disadvantaged. To us, SB 113 threatens to limit
the ongoing learning opportunities for educators and school counselors who need this knowledge
to support all children be successful academically and socially.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on SB 113. The Ohio School
Counselor Association respectfully requests that the committee not pass this bill.

I am happy to answer any questions the committee has.



