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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee,

I am writing on behalf of myself to oppose SB 113. My name is Neely McLaughlin, and [ am a
parent of children in public school here in Ohio. I am also associate professor of English at the
University of Cincinnati Blue Ash College. As a parent, educator, and citizen, I am deeply
concerned about the detrimental impact of undermining K-12 education in Ohio by controlling
school districts and forcing them to comply with a vaguely worded morally and legally
indefensible anti-DEI bill.

I strongly oppose SB 113 and appreciate the opportunity to share my perspective. First, DEI
itself has become a misunderstood term and lightning rod for politicization. As we consider the
appropriate role of DEI in K-12 education, it is crucial to stop and consider what the concept
actually means. Diversity means variety, a range. Equity is fairness, being impartial; some see it
as focusing on systemic fairness that takes barriers into account. Inclusion is the state of being
part of something. This, when we seek to ban DEI, we are promoting the opposite of those
concepts: Sameness, conformity, uniformity, unfairness, partiality, bias, exclusion, and separation
from something. As a Ohioans, do we want uniformity, unfairness, and exclusion? I certainly do
not want this for my children and the rest of their generation of Ohio school children. I would
suggest that many who might find the idea of an anti-DEI bill appealing actually don’t want
uniformity, unfairness, and exclusion either. We need to pursue ways to come together to create
the best possible education for Ohio’s children, not undermine our children’s sense of their role
in our society in the service of political games.

As someone who has invested my career in an open access public institution of higher education
in Ohio, the attack on DEI via SB 1 has been quite discouraging to witness happening in higher
education in our state. It has directly harmed our students, diminished their sense of belonging in
their institutions and the state, limited exposure to a diversity of perspectives, and diverted
educational resources to over-compliance. To see this kind of attack now being pursued against
DEI in K-12 education in Ohio is devastating. College students have lost opportunities for the
breadth of thought and experience that education is meant to provide as well as losing their sense
of ownership and belonging on their own campuses. I do not want that to happen to K-12 school
children across Ohio. Our children are depend on us to create educational spaces that allow them
all to belong and to thrive.

Trust our teachers, our individual communities, and the other professionals who have dedicated
their careers to educating Ohio’s children to shape our educational spaces. This bill constitutes
legislative interference in Ohio education and will hurt our students, undermine our educators,



and ultimately take our state in the wrong direction. Playing political games with K-12 education
does not improve educational quality or the lives of Ohio’s children.

For these reasons, I strongly urge the committee to vote no on SB 113. Thank you for your time
and consideration.

Sincerely,
Neely Richards McLaughlin



