Emily Geier, LISW-S
3093 Ashford Road
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120

Opposition to SB 113
May 18, 2026

Dear Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and the Senate
Education Committee Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to share my opposition to SB 113. I am a clinical social worker
who has spent the past 14 years providing mental health and social-emotional support
services at Shaker Heights Middle School. Prior to that, I was the director of a private,
non-profit program in Cleveland which provided comprehensive, wholistic support and
advocacy services to women who had been incarcerated and their children.

In addition to my work in the schools, I have held numerous volunteer positions and board
appointments in the community and within the schools.

No one with whom I work or associate with in the community voices support of the ban laid
out in this senate bill. If there are people who support it, the fact that they remain silent when
it is being discussed is evidence that it is shameful. Most people who work with children and
families across schools and public sectors know the inherent immorality of such a bill. You all
have to answer to your conscience and possibly your children and grandchildren in the future
when they ask where you stood on these issues and why. Self-serving propaganda is what
turned DEI into a boogeyman, and now we see the depths of depravity it has resulted in:
namely back to Jim Crow like election laws which are aimed at disenfranchising people of
color who make up the majority in many of those southern cities. It is clear that many of the
anti-DEI policies being enacted will tear our democracy to shreds, giving unearned favor and
preference to white Christians above all others. Moreover, we will suffer intellectually,
morally and economically as a country.

Legislators, please make the choice to support the progress we need as a country, which only
comes from including all of our citizens equally, with the recognition that we would be
nowhere without the crucial innovations and innovative improvements brought about by the
freedom of thought and diversity of skills that have flourished up until this dark political
stage we are enduring. SB 113’s broad strokes play into political polarization and prevents our
schools and communities from being places where Ohio students - every one of them - is
safe, welcomed, and cared for regardless of their background and life story.

Please take the time that’s needed to listen to your communities - to connect with more
students, educators, families, researchers - and hear their major concerns that SB 113 hurts
Ohio - I encourage you to oppose this bill.

Sincerely,
Emily Geier, LISW-S



