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May 18, 2026
Subject:Testimony Opposing Senate Bill 113

Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and Members of the Ohio Senate
Education Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony regarding Senate Bill 113.

As a local board of education member, | strongly oppose SB113 and the broad restrictions it places
on diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts within Ohio’s K-12 public schools. The bill’'s language is
vague, overly broad, and creates significant concern regarding its impact on student support systems,
staff training, educational programming, and district operations.

Public schools serve students from a wide range of backgrounds, experiences, abilities, and needs.
Diversity and inclusion efforts are not political agendas; they are part of ensuring that every child feels
safe, respected, supported, and prepared to learn. Efforts focused on inclusion help schools
strengthen relationships with students and families, improve school culture, and create environments
where all students have the opportunity to succeed academically and socially.

The prohibition of diversity and inclusion efforts, educational programming, and staff training would
create confusion for districts and could have unintended consequences for programs designed to
support students, including students with disabilities, English learners, economically disadvantaged
students, and other vulnerable populations. School districts should not be placed in a position where
fear of violating unclear legislation limits their ability to provide meaningful student support or
professional development opportunities for staff.

Equally concerning is the continued erosion of local control reflected in this legislation. Locally elected
boards of education are entrusted by their communities to oversee district policies, programming,
hiring practices, and educational priorities. SB113 represents another example of state overreach into
decisions that are best made at the local level by boards, educators, administrators, and families who
understand the unique needs of their communities.

Ohio’s public schools are already navigating significant challenges, including staffing shortages,
student mental health concerns, increasing behavioral needs, and financial pressures facing both
districts and families. Strong public schools require trust, collaboration, and local flexibility to meet the
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needs of all students. Senate Bill 113 undermines those efforts and risks creating unintended harm in
Ohio’s classrooms.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the Senate Education Committee to reject SB113. Thank you
for your time and consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

Wonide O Tathey

Monika C. Talley, MPA
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