Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Nikki De Mars. | am a mother, a
veteran, and a former teacher. | am aggressively opposed to SB 113.

During my time in the Army, as well as my time as a teacher, | learned the most from
people who were different from me. Our religion, culture, gender, socioeconomic status,
age, abilities, etc. shape the way we see the world. Interacting with people who are
different from ourselves opens our eyes to parts of the world that would otherwise be
hidden from us because they’re outside of our experience. Including diverse individuals
in our schools exposes our children to new ideas and ways of thinking about their world.
Treating all people equitably strengthens the bonds of our school communities, and in
doing so, strengthens the bonds of our communities at large. Real learning and problem
solving happens when all people feel respected, heard, and understood. | want my
children to learn in a school where all children are welcomed, included, and treated
equitably. Diversity, equity, and inclusion are good for our schools and good for our
communities.

| ask you to consider my testimony and stop this hateful bill from moving forward.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.



