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Good Afternoon Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member
Ingram, and members of the Senate Education Committee. Thank you
for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 25, the
Fostering School Success Act.

This bill has truly been a unifying experience. Everyone who heard the
testimonies of foster care children’s experiences in furthering their
education realized our system was broken. Their stories were the catalyst
needed to fix our current system- and we thank them for their
commitment to making the process better moving forward.

The Fostering School Success Act clearly outlines the roles of the
Departments of Education and Workforce, Children and Youth, Higher
Education, and Job and Family Services to work together in an
accountable fashion to ensure needed resources are made available and
utilized to support our foster care youth in their education journey.

The role of the school foster care liaisons has been clearly outlined, and
they have been given the authority needed to support foster care youth
while they build a better future for themselves.
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This bill reflects a significant investment in the personal resources
needed to guide and support our foster children moving forward.

House Bill 25 would not have been possible without the unwavering
commitment of my joint sponsor Representative Jarrells, the dedication
of Chairman Young, and the willingness of the entire House Workforce
and Higher Education Committee to look “outside the box™ to develop a
workable solution that will totally transform how our foster care youth
are supported in the future.

Thank you for your time and Representative Jarrells and I are happy to
answer any questions.



