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Opponent Testimony on Senate Bill 400 

Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to portions of Senate Bill 400. My name is 

Danella Hicks, and I am the Founder and Executive Director of All THAT – Teens Hopeful About Tomorrow, a 

nonprofit organization serving underserved and at-risk youth in Franklin County since 2010. 

First, I would like to state clearly that I support accountability, safety standards, financial oversight, and quality 

expectations for youth development organizations. High-quality youth programming is critical to the future of 

Ohio’s children, particularly those facing poverty, violence, trauma, absenteeism, and disconnection from 

school and work. 

However, I respectfully oppose two specific provisions within Senate Bill 400 that I believe unintentionally 

disadvantage independent, community-based organizations that are deeply rooted in the neighborhoods they 

serve. 

1. Remove “group of affiliated programs represented by a statewide organization” language (Lines 7-11 

and 12–14) 

The bill currently allows designation eligibility for “a program, or group of affiliated programs represented by a 

statewide organization.” 

This language creates an uneven playing field by giving preference and structural advantage to large statewide 

networks over independent local organizations that may be producing equal or stronger outcomes within their 

communities. 

Many grassroots organizations throughout Ohio are not connected to statewide affiliates, yet they: 

• serve high-risk youth daily, 

• maintain strong financial oversight, 

• employ qualified staff, 

• provide measurable outcomes, and 

• have built trusted relationships within historically underserved neighborhoods. 

 

Allowing affiliated statewide organizations to qualify collectively could unintentionally dilute accountability by 

evaluating umbrella organizations rather than individual program performance at the local level. 

I respectfully request that the committee revise this language so that designation applies to separate individual 

programs only, ensuring all organizations are evaluated fairly and consistently based on their own operations, 

outcomes, and impact. 
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2. Remove the requirement to operate across multiple counties (Lines 47–49) 

The bill also requires organizations to demonstrate a history of operating programming “across multiple 

counties in this state.” 

This requirement excludes many highly effective community-based organizations that intentionally focus their 

work within a single city, neighborhood, or county where youth needs are most concentrated. 

Organizations like ours are deeply embedded in specific high-poverty communities and school systems. Our 

impact is not diminished because we choose depth over geographic expansion. 

In fact, many of Ohio’s most innovative and effective youth organizations are neighborhood-centered because: 

• trust is local, 

• mentorship is relationship-driven, 

• transportation barriers limit regional participation, 

• and concentrated investment is often necessary to disrupt violence, chronic absenteeism, and generational 

poverty. 

 

A multiple-county requirement favors organizational size over demonstrated effectiveness and creates barriers 

for smaller nonprofits that may already operate with limited administrative capacity despite delivering 

exceptional outcomes. 

I respectfully urge the committee to remove the “multiple counties” requirement and instead focus on 

measurable youth outcomes, program quality, safety, and accountability regardless of geographic footprint. 

Closing 

Ohio needs both statewide organizations and strong local community-based nonprofits working together to 

support youth. Senate Bill 400 should not unintentionally create a system where smaller grassroots 

organizations are disadvantaged simply because they are independent or locally focused. 

I respectfully ask the committee to: 

1. Remove the language allowing “groups of affiliated programs represented by a statewide organization”; 

and 

2. Remove the requirement that programs operate across multiple counties. 

 

These revisions would help ensure that high-quality designation remains accessible, equitable, and focused on 

impact rather than organizational structure or geographic scale. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Danella Hicks 

Founder & Executive Director 

All THAT – Teens Hopeful About Tomorrow 

Columbus, Ohio 
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