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Opposition to SB 113
May 18, 2026

Dear Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and the Senate Education Committee
Members,

| write to share my opposition to SB 113. | am an educator working in a school system that serves an incredibly
diverse student population and | am quite concerned about what will happen if their diversity is treated as a
liability rather than an asset. While the president has succeeded in convincing certain people that diversity,
equity, and inclusion (“DEI”) is nefarious, the fact of the matter is that families, students and communities benefit
when our public schools embrace DEI. | also hold a JD degree and worry about the chilling effect that laws such
as SB 113 will have on educators. While DEI has been demonized, the fact of the matter is that banning DEI from
schools will have serious negative consequences for our students. For example:

e Without diversity training teachers who teach second language learners would not be allowed to have
professional learning that helps them adjust their practices to help Ohio students with speaking and
writing in English. Diversity training also allows educators to provide students with a wide variety of
interests and skills diverse pathways to complete a course and move toward success in life.

e Equity is at the heart of effective education and simply means every student receives the resources they
need for learning, whether that be additional reading support, summer tutoring, or additional learning
time.

e Inclusion allows leaders to ensure that all students, including those with physical or intellectual
limitations are able to participate fully in school activities, whether in the classroom or as part of an
extracurricular program.

Legislators, | want you to support efforts that help Ohio’s students, not engage in culture wars. SB 113’s broad
language takes common sense practices and turns them into a wedge issue and a cudgel to be used against
Ohio’s public schools. Ohio’s schools must be safe and welcoming for all students, regardless of their
backgrounds.

Please take time to listen to your communities - to connect with more students, educators, families, researchers -
and hear their major concerns that SB 113 hurts Ohio - please oppose this bill.

/s/ John S. Shelley
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