Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education
Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Laurel Winters. | am an artist and retired art
educator. | am ardently and passionately opposed to SB 113.

Teacher diversity reduces biases, broadens perspectives, and helps build the critical thinking and social
skills essential in a connected world. | know personally that having women professors, black and white,
helped me be able to see myself belonging in the university world as the first person in my family to
achieve a university degree.

As a former educator at the elementary, high school and college level, in public and private institutions, |
have seen for myself how diversity helps expand both contextual and intellectual ideas and empathy
and compassion in the classroom. | have had students with diverse racial, religious, and economic
backgrounds. Each students brings something from their unique experience to add to the table for
everyone’s knowledge.

As a parent of both an ADD and ADHD student, different creative classroom environments and teaching
methods have helped our children succeed not only academically but in the area of building skills to
overcome challenges and learn discipline and persistence.

| ask you to consider my testimony and stop this harmful and shortsighted bill from moving forward.
Thank you again for the opportunity to submit my written testimony.
Sincerely,

Laurel Winters



