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May 18, 2026

Dear Ohio State Senators and Members of the Ohio Legislature,

I am writing to respectfully express concern regarding Ohio Senate Bill 400 as it is currently written and
to ask for thoughtful reconsideration of language that may unintentionally exclude smaller,
community-based organizations that are providing impactful out-of-school programming for Ohio’s youth
and families every day. | support the intent behind Senate Bill 400 and appreciate the effort to recognize
and strengthen high-quality youth development programming across Ohio. The State of Ohio currently
does not have a dedicated line-item funding source for out-of-school time programs, and establishing
standards and recognition for quality programs could help create long-overdue investment into youth
development opportunities statewide. However, as currently written, the bill risks favoring larger
organizations with broader geographic reach while unintentionally overlooking deeply rooted local
organizations that are transforming lives within their own communities. At the Community Building
Institute Middletown, Inc. we operate year-round programming through the Robert “Sonny” Hill
Community Center in partnership with the City of Middletown. The Center serves as a community hub
connecting schools, nonprofits, churches, businesses, volunteers, and social service organizations
together to support youth and families. We work closely with partners including Middletown City
Schools, our local YMCAs, Chamber of Commerce, behavioral health organizations, literacy providers,
workforce partners, and local employers because schools and community organizations cannot do this
work alone. Partnerships are essential.

Middletown is a city of more than 50,000 residents located primarily in Butler County with connections
extending into Warren County. Like many Ohio communities, we face challenges connected to poverty,
absenteeism, workforce readiness, mental health, and economic mobility. Out-of-school programs help
bridge those gaps. Through our RISE Out-of-School programs and community center initiatives, we
provide mentoring, literacy support, academic enrichment, leadership development, recreation,
workforce readiness, family resource connections, and safe spaces for youth throughout the entire year.
Currently, CBI serves over 150 K-12 students through RISE programming across Middletown City School
District sites while engaging more than 400 youth, adults, and families weekly through programming at
the community center. Mid-year data showed that 84-88% of elementary students regularly attended
programming for 30 or more days, and more than 60% of participating students were on track to
improve academically through targeted support and enrichment opportunities. Through our RISE
Connect High School Internship Program, students have completed more than 600 hours of workforce
experience in career fields including healthcare, local government, advanced manufacturing, education,
veterinary science, and hospitality. These opportunities were made possible through support from the
Ohio Department of Education and Workforce and through strong local partnerships. For many
students, these experiences represent opportunities they may never otherwise receive. Students who
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once struggled academically are finding confidence and stability through consistent support and caring
adult relationships. One student raised six failing grades to passing grades through afterschool academic
assistance and mentorship. A site coordinator shared that one student who had struggled both
academically and socially is now passing classes, completing assignments independently, and
participating in football workouts after previously lacking confidence and connection. We have also seen
quieter students emerge as leaders. One fifth-grade student entered the program shy and withdrawn but
grew into a student leader known for kindness, accountability, and helping peers. Another student
reguiarly walked from home and football practice just to attend programming and became known for
helping younger students overcome language barriers during activities and assignments.

Students have participated in experiences ranging from equine therapy programs to observing childbirth
within healthcare settings. Others have explored careers inside classrooms, manufacturing facilities,
hospitality environments, and local government offices, These are not simply field trips, They are
life-shaping opportunities that help students discover purpose, build confidence, develop professional
skills, and begin envisioning themselves as future contributors to their communities and local workforce.

Many of the families we serve are hardworking families doing everything possible to provide stability for
their children while navigating financial hardship and limited access to enrichment opportunities.
Experfences often considered a normal part of childhood, leadership development, career exposure,
mentoring, camps, arts, recreation, and hands-on learning are simply not financially accessible for many
youth. Out-of-school programs help fill those gaps. While | understand the desire to establish standards
for quality programming, | respectfully believe quality should be measured through demaonstrated
outcomes, safety practices, fiscal responsibility, qualified staff, meaningful partnerships, and positive
impact on youth and families not solely by the number of counties served or the scale of an organization.
Some of Ohio’s most effective youth-serving organizations are intentionally focal because their strength
comes from deep relationships, community trust, and understanding the specific needs of the families
they serve, Education does not stop when the school bell rings. Students across Ohio are navigating
both visible and invisible barriers that impact learning, attendance, behavior, mental health, and
long-term success. Out-of-school programs provide caring adults, mentorship, structure, exposure, and
opportunity that help students remain connected to school, community, and future goals.

| respectfully ask that Senate Bill 400 be revised to ensure high-quality grassroots and community-based
organizations are not unintentionally excluded from recognition or future funding opportunities simply
because they are smaller, locally focused, or operating within limited capacity. Ohio’s children deserve
investment in all forms of quality youth development work, whether statewide, reglonal, rural,
suburban, or neighborhood-based. Thank you for your consideration and for your continued
commitment to Chio’s youth, families, and communities.

Sincerely,
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Marie Edwards

Executive Director

Community Building Institute Middletown
marie@cbimiddletown.org




