May 18, 2026
Dear Ohio Senate Education Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to give input in regard to Ohio Senate Bill 400. While | agree with the critical need for
state level intentional support that champions Out of School Time (OST) programs for K-12 students in Ohio, | am
opposed to the current bill as it is written.

The language of the current bill before your community would disqualify a majority of the current high quality OST
programs across the state from receiving a designation as a “high-quality program” simply because they are focused on
a small community or a specific target group. This is deeply concerning and is discriminatory against any school district,
community based or faith-based organization that is not serving multiple counties.

As a former 21° Century Community Learning Center Director in Springfield and in my current role as a consultant and
evaluator for programs in high poverty communities throughout Central and Southwest Ohio, | want to speak out on
behalf of OST providers who are beautifully serving vulnerable children and youth in diverse settings and populations.
Most of these programs are deeply focused on serving their own communities where they have lived and worked their
entire lives. They are creative, resourceful and committed to high quality. Most of them do not have the mission or
means to serve multiple counties. Yet, they are having tremendous impact in the lives of kids, youth and families where
they are planted. Please do not pass this bill in its current form and leave behind these kinds of organizations.

Since | work closely with programs in the district where Co-Sponsor Kyle Koehler serves, | especially want to speak out
on behalf of the Springfield/Clark County community and its wonderful OST providers that would be excluded from the
benefits of Senate Bill 400 if it is passed in its current form. Programs in Springfield that would be disadvantaged by this
Bill include: Springfield City Schools and other Clark County school districts’ programs such as You Media at the Dome,
as well as community-based organizations such as the Children’s Rescues Center/Ark, HOPE Ministry’s Rock of Hope,
Family Youth Initiatives and Springfield Christian Youth Mission, and Project Jericho to name a few.

Creating a formal designation for programs that demonstrate measurable outcomes, strong safety practices, sound fiscal
management, and meaningful community partnerships is important for building public trust in youth-serving
organizations. However, as written, Ohio Senate Bill 400 unintentionally disadvantages:

e School districts that operate youth development programs

e Rural and small community organizations that may only serve one county but provide exceptional outcomes for

youth

e Community-based nonprofits with limited administrative capacity but strong evidence of impact

e Innovative local programs that intentionally focus on depth of service rather than expansion

e Emerging high-quality organizations that may not yet have the resources to scale regionally

Thank you again for this opportunity to voice my concerns.

Sincerely,

Sara Dixon

Sara Dixon Consulting LLC
dixonsaraj@gmail.com
937-471-0285
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