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Good afternoon, Chairman Brenner and members of the committee.  
 
My name is Elizabeth Kirby, and I am the Superintendent of Cleveland Heights-University 
Heights City School District. I am a proud native of Cleveland and have served Ohio students 
for nearly seven years in this role. 
 
I am here today to ask a straightforward question: How do we comply? Senate Bill 113 contains 
no definitions for the terms it prohibits. That is not a minor oversight — it is a serious problem for 
every superintendent, principal, and teacher in this state trying to do their job and follow the law. 
 
Here is what I mean. Federal law — specifically the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act — 
requires my district to train teachers on implementing Individualized Education Programs for 
students with disabilities. That training necessarily addresses how different students learn 
differently. Under SB 113’s current language, could that training be prohibited? I genuinely don’t 
know. Neither would my principals. Neither would my teachers. And that uncertainty has a 
chilling effect on instruction. 
 
The same problem applies to Ohio’s own accountability system. The state’s Report Card Gap 
Closing component sets specific targets for student performance by race, disability status, and 
socioeconomic background. The gifted component incentivizes identifying underrepresented 
students. Specific goals have been set to improve the performance of English learners.  These 
are Ohio’s goals — designed by this legislature and this state. SB 113, as written, would prevent 
districts from doing the training necessary to meet them. 
 
I’d also ask the committee to consider what this bill would have meant for me in a recent 
professional learning conference that I attended. Last fall, I attended a leadership conference 
sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Cleveland. The goal of this educational leaders summit 
included understanding antisemitism, strengthening leadership skills in promoting an inclusive 
environment, and learning about the diversity of the Jewish people. Under SB 113, I may not 
have been able to attend — simply because the word “diversity” and “inclusion” appeared in the 
session description. That is not an outcome I believe this committee intends. 
 
Ohio’s students and families deserve better than legislation that undermines federal compliance, 
contradicts the state’s own accountability goals, and prevents educators from attending trainings 
to support student success. I urge this committee to abandon Senate Bill 113. The lack of clear 
definitions alone will make this a nightmare for students, families, communities and educators. 



 
 


