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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Bonnie JoAnn Gordon. | am a
teacher of struggling students at Shaker Heights High School, and am deeply opposed to
SB I13.

My class is called “Graduation Lab.” Every student in it has failed at least one course in a
previous year of high school. | have had two students in my class who watched a parent
die slowly of cancer the year before. | have had a student in my class who lost their leg
in an auto accident a year earlier. | have had many students who don’t get enough to eat
at home, who are responsible for several younger siblings, or who are foster children
about to age out of the system and who don’t have a high school diploma yet because
their foster parents were unable or unwilling to help them with their education. These
latter have been some of my most hardworking and intelligent students; their
achievements have generally far outstripped those of their peers.

The overwhelming majority of my students are African Americans. | am white and
Jewish. That is built-in cultural diversity, which can foster either openness and curiosity
or suspicion and resentment. Which attitude do you think will lead to better learning?
Which set of feelings is behind this bill?

The only way | can gain my students’ trust, in order to help them overcome the terrible
psychological barrier of feeling too dumb to graduate, is to make sure | treat every
student equitably and make them feel as if they are included in our classroom
community. If you were in a space where you knew you were being treated unfairly and
seen as an outsider, would you be able to learn as well as you would in a classroom
where you trusted the teacher and the rules she has set! Why would any lawmaker
worthy of the name find it necessary to legislate against fairness and friendly firmness?

Everything | do to help these young people, who have so often had to rebound from
terrible circumstances, could be considered illegal if this bill were to pass. Without a
strict, extremely limited definition of diversity, equity or inclusion, this bill is nothing less



than a permission slip to destroy the lives and livelihoods of those of us helping Ohio’s
kids for nefarious - possibly only political - reasons. There is no world in which SB |13
will make anyone’s life better, and it has the acute potential to make tens of thousands of
children’s lives worse.

| ask you to consider my testimony and stop this dreadful bill from moving forward.
Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.

Yours very truly,
Bonnie J. Gordon



