
Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the 
committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide interested party testimony today on Senate Bill 
400. 

My name is Tim Hampton and I am the On-Site Coordinator of the After-School Programs at 
the Middle Schools and High School  in Newark. 

Today, I stand as a proponent of Bill 400 in its current form. 

As I have read and re-read Senate Bill 400, I find that I agree with many of it’s objectives and 
most of the objectives we have always followed and abided by. Our staff are highly trained 
and qualified. All of our staff have been extensive background and BCI checks. The safety 
and security of our after-school students are our top priority and we follow strict protocols 
to ensure their safety. Our school treasurer tracks our spending, we focus heavily on 
healthy living  and provide a healthy after-school snack each day. Our students will be 
participating in the Team Tressel Fitness Challenge. We focus on career exploration. 

However, I feel that the Bill in its current form is constructed in a narrowly written way to 
exclude many wonderful after-school sites located in our public schools throughout Ohio. 
The line item that mentions a site having to serve muti counties would exclude public 
schools who serve their city/county children. That would be a travesty. 

The line item that mentions having to service children all year in order to qualify as a “highly 
qualified program” would exclude many public schools. In Newark City Schools, our 
district operates many summer camps, including STEM camps, art camps and academic 
enrichment camps. 

Finally, I ask the committee to not be distracted by the words “after-school.” The 
mentorship and connections that our after-schools staff makes with our students happens 
everyday school day, all day. The social/emotional supports never ends. 

For the last few years, our after-school program has addressed the chronic 
tardiness/absenteeism that is being seen across the country by operating a student run 
café, known as the Wildcat Café. Instead of students being tardy to school because they 
get into the drive-thru at the local coffee shops. The after-school program students offer 
lattes at the school, so the students aren’t tardy. This year, the Wildcat Café was 
highlighted in our local newspaper and Spectrum 1 News came to the high school to do a 
story on its effectiveness. In addition, each student who works in the Café earns the Ohio 
Means Jobs Readiness Seal towards graduation. 

Therefore, I urge the committee not to pass Bill 400 in its current form. 



 

Thank you 

 

Timothy Hampton 
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