SB 113 seeks to prohibit diversity, equity and inclusion in public schools. As an
Ohioan who grew up in a rural, homogenous area, this bill would codify an Ostrich
Theory of Education of burying ones head in the sand and pretending differences do not
exist and certainly cannot be discussed.

The entire point of education is to learn content from trusted professionals - our
teachers. Whether it is math, biology, history, or identity, etc, having the opportunity to
learn about and discuss topics is the entire point. As | said, | grew up in a homogenized
area of the state, in a time where teaching and learning about diversity and its
importance was simply not done. | was at a distinct disadvantage when | reached
college and met students who had been learning about or experiencing diversity in their
personal lives. My LGBTQ friends of 30 years ago felt isolated and alone, my LGBTQ
teachers closeted, though EVEN my 82 year old father had a gay teacher when he was
in school 60 years ago in a small rural high school.

Not only does this bill short change the education of ALL Ohio students, it will
definitely send the message that some students are not valued.

Anyone who studies the life sciences knows how important diversity is to create
and maintain a healthy and balanced ecosystem. The same is true for our classrooms.
Monoculture led to the death and or displacement of millions of Irish people during the
mid-1800s in the Potato famine. Please learn from that history and do not repeat the
mistakes of nearly 200 years ago and treat diversity as a blight. Diversity is a strength
and makes us all better. Join us in the light, please do not send our students

backwards. Do not support SB 113.






