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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education
Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. I am a parent of two girls, one in elementary school and one
entering middle school. I believe our schools and our communities are stronger when we learn to work
with people who have different life experiences from our own. I think striving for true equal
opportunity in a way that acknowledges those different experiences is a worthwhile goal. And I want
all students to feel a sense of belonging in their classrooms. Therefore, I strongly oppose SB 113.

Once when I was in first grade, I was sitting on the floor coloring with a few other students. I asked if
anyone had seen the “skin color” crayon, by which I meant peach. Another girl in the group pointed out
to me that her skin wasn’t that color. In that moment I learned that as a light-skinned person, I had been
conditioned to think of myself as the default, when in fact many different crayons can be “skin color.”
My perspective expanded a little. This incident wasn’t at all upsetting or uncomfortable for me, though
in hindsight I worry that it may have been for my classmate.

Proponents of this bill have called for a return to “classical” education and traditional American values
of liberty and equality. However, we must acknowledge that at this nation’s founding, liberty and
equality were not available to all people. It is not anti-American to recognize how far we have come
since that time, and to believe that we can still do more to rectify the lingering effects of past injustices.
As an example, one study in The American Economic Review found that white teachers were 1.5 times
more likely to describe Black and Hispanic students as “frequently disruptive” than a teacher of the
same race as the student. Another 2016 study by Gershenson, Holt, and Papageorge found that teachers
of color had higher expectations for students of color than white teachers did, and that students tended
to match these expectations. This doesn’t necessarily indicate any ill will on the part of the white
teachers, but it does show clear benefits for students when they have the chance to be taught by
someone who shares aspects of their identity.

If we ignore our present reality, it will not go away. Instead, the work of educating will fall to the child
coloring with crayons who has to remind the white girl next to her that people with her skin tone exist.
The extra burden will always end up being carried by people who are trying to navigate their own
experiences in a world that constantly tells them they are “other.” That’s what creates resentment, not
programs created by educators to help us all learn how to respect one another.

Please do not allow this bill to move forward.

Thank you again for your time.



