
Dear Members of the Ohio General Assembly, 

I am writing to share some thoughts and concerns regarding Ohio Senate Bill 113, which aims to ban diversity, equity, 
and inclusion initiatives in our public schools. While the bill is framed as a way to prevent division, it actually 
threatens the local control, academic freedom, and high-quality education that Ohio families deeply care about. 
Interestingly, the recent primary defeats of the bill's sponsors, Senator Andrew Brenner and Representative Beth Lear, 
send a pretty clear message from voters that they want to move away from these kinds of polarizing, top-down 
mandates. 

When you look closely at SB 113, it imposes a rigid, centralized rule on our individual school districts, stripping power 
away from the local boards, parents, and community leaders who actually know our kids best. Good educational policy 
has always leaned on local governance. We shouldn't be micromanaging our teachers and schools from Columbus with 
sweeping, state-level restrictions that override the choices of our own communities. 

At the end of the day, our classrooms need to be places where every single student feels like they belong, and that 
happens naturally when we celebrate individual stories. Embracing our kids' diverse backgrounds, cultures, and family 
histories doesn't divide them—it builds a supportive community where everyone feels valued. Sharing these unique 
narratives helps kids develop empathy and confidence, ensuring no child feels left out or invisible. Stripping away the 
tools that create this welcoming environment only hurts our students. 

A great education also requires room for spontaneous classroom conversations. You can't teach real critical thinking 
through a rigid, heavily censored script. Teachers need the flexibility to lean into those unplanned, organic moments 
that happen when students ask tough questions or share their own perspectives. When the state threatens vague 
legal penalties, it scares teachers away from addressing complex topics, which ultimately dulls our kids' intellectual 
curiosity and keeps them from learning how to weigh different viewpoints. 

We should be protecting our schools as engaging spaces that teach kids how to think, not forcing them into narrow, 
state-mandated boxes. I hope you will reconsider the broad restrictions in Ohio SB 113 and stand up for local control, 
community belonging, and open classroom discussion instead. Thank you so much for your time, your hard work for 
Ohio's families, and your consideration of these vital educational priorities. 

Sincerely, 

Kris Mazzola 

 


