Dear Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of
the Senate Education Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Katie Koehler Wagner. | am
a mother, community advocate, candidate for Ohio House District 80, and yes...
Senator Kyle Koehler is my uncle. Hi Uncle Kyle!

| also have an Early Childhood Education degree from Wright State University and
spent six years teaching before becoming a stay-at-home mom for a period of
time. | have also worked as a substitute teacher in public schools, and my own
children attend public school. Because of both my professional and personal
experience, | have seen firsthand how important it is that every child feels safe,
supported, and able to succeed at school.

| am strongly opposed to SB 113.

What concerns me most about SB 113 is how broadly it is written and the chilling
effect it will have in our schools. When laws are vague, schools often respond out
of fear. Teachers, counselors, and administrators may stop programs,
conversations, or support services entirely just to avoid complaints or
investigations. That does not create stronger schools... It creates confusion, fear,
and isolation for students.

The students impacted will not just be the ones people immediately think about in
political debates. This bill could affect children with IEPs or 504 plans, students
struggling with bullying, students learning English, rural students, students from
military families, and children simply trying to feel accepted and safe at school. It
also impacts my own family. | know many members of the Koehler family,
including my own children, who could feel the effects of policies like this in their
K-12 education experience and professional careers.

| believe every child deserves to feel like they belong in their school, regardless of
their background, learning differences, or personal challenges. Public schools
should focus on helping students succeed, not creating fear around whether
teachers or staff can acknowledge the different experiences students bring into
the classroom.

| also worry this bill creates a system where schools are constantly vulnerable to
complaints over unclear definitions of what does or does not qualify as “DEI.” That



uncertainty will discourage schools from offering training, student support
programs, or even open conversations meant to help students work together
respectfully.

Ohio families want strong schools, safe schools, and honest schools. We want
students prepared for the real world and taught how to work with people from
different backgrounds and experiences. SB 113 moves us further away from that
goal.

| ask you to consider the real impact this legislation could have on students,
educators, and families across Ohio and vote NO on SB 113.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.

Katie Koehler Wagner
Candidate for Ohio House District 80



