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Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram and members of the committee,
thank you for the opportunity to provide interested party testimony today on Senate Bill 400. My
name is Lindsay Carr, and I serve as an Elementary Site Coordinator for Newark City Schools
After School Adventures (ASA). I am here today to respectfully urge reconsideration of portions
of Senate Bill 400 whose restrictive language could unintentionally exclude impactful local
afterschool programs like ours from eligibility and recognition.

As a Site Coordinator, I see firsthand the impact our program has on students and families across
our district. Through student data, family feedback, surveys, and daily interaction with
participants, it is clear that our program provides meaningful academic and social-emotional
support to students in grades 2—12. Our afterschool program makes learning engaging and
accessible through hands-on, project-based experiences. Students participate in activities such as
building pinewood derby cars, attending educational field trips, hearing from guest speakers
representing various career fields, and participating in enrichment opportunities including dance,
martial arts, and STEM-based programming. We also host family-centered events that strengthen
school and community connections.

Beyond enrichment activities, our program’s primary focus is academic intervention and support
in literacy and math, positive youth development, workforce readiness, and family engagement.
One example of this impact is our high school students’ creation of the “Wildcat Café,” an
initiative that provides workforce development experience while also helping address tardiness
and truancy within the school community.

While Senate Bill 400 outlines many appropriate and valuable standards for high-quality youth
programming, the current language would exclude programs like ours because we do not serve
kindergarten or first grade students, do not operate across multiple counties, and do not function
year-round. Despite this, our program serves students districtwide and consistently demonstrates
measurable positive outcomes at the local level.

The geographic and structural requirements within the bill operate as an unnecessary gatekeeping
mechanism that prioritizes organizational scale over demonstrated program quality. This



disproportionately disadvantages deeply embedded school-linked programs like Newark City
Schools After School Adventures, rural and community-based organizations that intentionally
focus resources within a single district to maximize impact, and high-performing local nonprofits
that prioritize depth of service and individualized family engagement over regional expansion. A
policy framework that limits recognition or future funding access based on geographic footprint
rather than demonstrated student outcomes seems inconsistent with conservative principles of
local control, community empowerment, and equitable opportunity for smaller organizations.

A statewide footprint does not automatically equate to program effectiveness. Senate Bill 400
already includes meaningful accountability measures such as evidence-based practices,
measurable outcomes, safety standards, and fiscal oversight. These standards should remain the
primary indicators of program quality rather than arbitrary geographic requirements that risk
excluding trusted community-centered programs serving Ohio’s youth every day.

I respectfully urge the committee to revise the bill language to ensure high-quality local
programs are not unintentionally excluded from eligibility and recognition.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide interested party testimony today. I would be
happy to answer any questions you may have.
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