
 
 
 

Testimony in Opposition to S. B. 127, a bill that would allow the state to close 
certain public schools and attempt to turn them into private schools. 

 
 
May 18, 2026 
 
To Chair Brenner, Vice-Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of 

the Ohio Senate Education Committee: 

 

My name is Izetta Thomas. I am a 20+ year veteran educator, a proud graduate of 

Columbus City Schools, and the aunt and godmother of several students who attend 

Ohio public schools. I am also the lead organizer for the Columbus Education Justice 

Coalition and I am strongly opposed to SB 127.  

 

SB 127 seeks to dismantle Ohio’s public education system. This bill is a dangerous 

example of government overreach that threatens public education, parents’ rights, local 

rights, and local democracy. SB 127 would expand the criteria for labeling schools as 

“underperforming” using problematic standardized testing measures, while giving the 

state the power to force drastic actions like school closures, staff replacement, and the 

transfer of schools to outside operators with little or no connection to the community. 

 

As someone who has both witnessed and personally experienced the impact of school 

closures in Columbus, I know these decisions are never just about buildings, budgets, 

or academic success. When schools close, communities lose trusted relationships, 

neighborhood anchors, and critical support systems for students and families. The harm 

falls hardest on Black, brown, working-class, immigrant, and historically underserved 

 



communities. School closures destabilize neighborhoods, increase stress for families, 

disrupt learning, and weaken trust in public institutions.  

 

We have already seen the harm these kinds of state takeover policies can cause in 

Ohio. Under Ohio/s Academic Distress Commission system, districts like Youngstown, 

Lorain, and East Cleveland lost local control to state-appointed bodies with sweeping 

authority over schools and staffing. 1According to a Democratic Newsroom report (2018) 

reviewing the Youngstown takeover found serious failures in communication, student 

supports, and district management, while community members and lawmakers raised 

concerns that these state takeovers lacked accountability and meaningful local 

management.  

 

We have also seen nationally what happens when communities lose control of public 

education. After Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans experienced one of the largest school 

takeovers in U.S. history. Over 100 schools were placed into a state-run district and 

eventually converted into charter schools. 2More than 4,000 high-quality educators - 

many of them experienced Black educators - lost their jobs, neighborhood schools 

disappeared and their names were co-opted by charters. Communities lost important 

anchors of stability and identity.  

 

Instead of investing in sustainable solutions that would grow and strengthen Ohio’s 

public schools, SB 127 doubles down on punishment, privatization, and state control. It 

overrides collective bargaining agreements, threatens mass job losses for educators 

and school staff, and removes parents and locally elected school boards from critical 

decision-making about their own schools. 

 

2 Guardian News and Media. (2025, August 30). After Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans fired thousands of 
black teachers. Twenty years later, these groups are bringing them back. The Guardian. 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/aug/30/hurricane-katrina-new-orleans-black-teachers 
 

1 State Review of Youngstown’s Academic Distress Commission returns troubling failings. Ohio House of 
Representatives. (2018a, June 15). 
https://www.ohiohouse.gov/news/democratic/state-review-of-youngstowns-academic-distress-commission
-returns-troubling-failings-97563 
 

 



While in my teaching program at the Ohio State University, I remember being told how 

prestigious it would be to hold a teaching license in the state of Ohio. School districts 

across the nation recruited early educators from our program. I began teaching in 

Columbus in 2004. 3By 2010, Ohio’s public schools ranked 5th in the nation. Each year 

since then, the growth of charters and the voucher system has been exponential and 

our state has stripped more and more funding away from its schools. 4According to the 

World Population Review, Ohio’s public schools now rank 35th in the nation. SB 127 

would only add to the disinvestment and crippling of Ohio’s public schools.  

 

At the Columbus Education Justice Coalition, we believe our students deserve safe, 

equitable, fully resourced neighborhood schools - not forced closures and state 

takeover. Ohio should be investing in sustainable models that strengthen wraparound 

supports, family partnerships, and long-term neighborhood stability - all of which 

increase academic success.  

 

I ask you to consider my testimony and our children, and stop this troubling bill from 

moving forward.  

 

Sincerely, 
 
Izetta N. Thomas, M.Ed 
Columbus Education Justice Coalition  
 

4 Guardian News and Media. (2025, August 30). After Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans fired thousands of 
black teachers. Twenty years later, these groups are bringing them back. The Guardian. 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/aug/30/hurricane-katrina-new-orleans-black-teachers 
 

3 Guardian News and Media. (2025, August 30). After Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans fired thousands of 
black teachers. Twenty years later, these groups are bringing them back. The Guardian. 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/aug/30/hurricane-katrina-new-orleans-black-teachers 
 

 


