Opponent Testimony on Senate Bill 113

May 18, 2026
Ohio Senate Education Committee
Re: Opponent Testimony on Senate Bill 113

Chair, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Ohio Senate Education Committee:

My name is Teneah Chambers, and | respectfully submit this testimony in opposition to Senate Bill 113, sponsored by
Republican Senator Andrew Brenner.

As an educator and advocate for student success, | strongly oppose this legislation because it sends the message
that efforts to make schools welcoming, accessible, and supportive are somehow harmful. In reality, diversity, equity,
and inclusion initiatives are not about exclusion or political ideology. They are about ensuring every student —
including students with disabilities, students from low-income families, English language learners, and students from
historically underserved communities — has a fair opportunity to succeed.

Throughout my educational career, | have personally withessed how inclusive educational practices positively impact
students with disabilities. | have worked with students who struggled academically not because they lacked
intelligence or motivation, but because traditional systems were not designed with their needs in mind. DEI-informed
approaches helped educators recognize barriers, adapt instruction, and create environments where those students
could participate fully and confidently.

| specifically remember working with a student who had significant learning and emotional support needs. Prior to
receiving accommodations and culturally responsive support, the student frequently disengaged from class and
believed school was a place where they would always fail. Once teachers implemented inclusive instructional
strategies, individualized supports, and trauma-informed practices, the student’s attendance improved, classroom
participation increased, and they began advocating for themselves academically. That transformation did not happen
because standards were lowered. It happened because educators intentionally created access and belonging.

Bills like S.B. 113 risk discouraging schools from implementing the very practices that help vulnerable students thrive.
Research and educational best practices consistently show that students perform better academically and socially
when they feel seen, respected, and supported within their learning environments. Inclusive teaching strategies also
improve school climate, reduce bullying, and strengthen student engagement across all demographic groups.

Instead of banning DEI initiatives, Ohio should focus on strengthening accountability and outcomes for all students. A
more productive solution would include:

« Expanding educator training in trauma-informed and inclusive instructional practices;

« Increasing support services for students with disabilities and mental health needs;

« Encouraging parent, student, and community engagement in curriculum and school climate discussions; and

« Providing schools with resources to close achievement and opportunity gaps without politicizing student support
services.

Our schools should prepare students to succeed in a diverse world, not avoid conversations about diversity
altogether. Education works best when every student feels safe, valued, and capable of success.

| urge this committee to reject Senate Bill 113 and protect Ohio schools’ ability to provide inclusive, supportive, and
equitable educational opportunities for all students.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully submitted,

Teneah Chambers



