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Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the
Senate Education Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony
on Amended House Bill 125.

H.B. 125 is a straightforward bill designed to recognize the educational value of approved
extracurricular and workforce preparation activities by ensuring that students are not
unfairly penalized for participating in them during school hours.

Under this legislation, school districts would consider students present when participating
in district-approved activities such as 4-H programs, FFA activities, internships, shadowing
opportunities, athletic tournaments, educational field trips, and similar educational or
workforce development experiences approved by the district.

Importantly, the bill also requires students to be given the opportunity to make up missed
coursework and permits districts to require written documentation verifying participation
and hours attended.

As the bill progressed through the House process, an amendment was added to ensure
that participation in these approved activities does not negatively impact chronic
absenteeism calculations for either the student or the school district. This amendment
was important because the intent of the bill is not to excuse truancy or reduce
accountability standards, but rather to acknowledge that these activities are legitimate
educational experiences that help prepare students for future careers, leadership
opportunities, and civic involvement.

Ohio has a proud history when it comes to agricultural education and youth leadership. In
fact, 4-H was founded here in Ohio through the early youth agricultural clubs established
by A.B. Graham in Clark County, and it has since grown into one of the nation’s most
recognized youth development organizations. Today, more than 90,000 Ohio students
participate in 4-H programs annually, while Ohio also has one of the largest FFA
memberships in the country, with more than 28,000 members statewide.

These organizations teach responsibility, public speaking, leadership, teamwork, workforce
readiness, and technical skills that directly benefit Ohio’s economy and communities. That
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is especially important considering agriculture remains Ohio’s largest industry and
economic sector, contributing well over $100 billion annually to the state’s economy when
including food processing, production, and related industries.

For many students, these programs are not merely extracurricular activities. They are
pathways into agriculture, business, skilled trades, veterinary sciences, engineering, public
service, and many other careers critical to Ohio’s future workforce.

H.B. 125 simply recognizes that learning does not occur exclusively within the four walls of
a classroom. Students participating in approved educational activities should not be
treated as absent when they are actively engaged in meaningful learning opportunities
supported by their school district.

The bill also preserves accountability by allowing principals to still consider a student
absent during state testing periods or during periods of suspension or expulsion where
participation otherwise would not be permitted.

Ultimately, this legislation provides flexibility to local districts while supporting students
who are taking advantage of valuable educational and workforce preparation experiences.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify on H.B. 125, and | would be happy to answer
any questions from the committee.
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