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Ohio’s Learning Standards for Social Studies



Strengthening Ohio’s K-8 Learning Standards for 
Social Studies

• Make more connections to Ohio to expand students’ knowledge of Ohio 

history.

• Elevate civics skills and more opportunities to learn about the Founding 

documents. 

• Make connections to the Science of Reading through stronger 

alignment of social studies and literacy skills. 

• Streamline standards.
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Social Studies Standards Process

Summer 2025

Review of current 
standards 

Fall 2025

K-8 standards 
writing

Winter 2025

Educator focus 
groups and 

survey feedback

Spring 2026

Updates to 
strengthened K-8 

standards
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Social Studies Standards Feedback
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Positive

• Clear and concise content 
knowledge and skill 
development

• Ohio history connections

• Civic engagement opportunities

• Vertical articulation of skills and 
content across grade levels

Improvements

• Clarity of skills and content 
statements

• Connect students to Ohio history 
outside of their classroom 

• Better integration with literacy



Strengthening Examples

6

Grade 1 Grade 3 Grade 8

2018 2026 2018 2026 2018 2026

1.8. Individuals 
have 
responsibility to 
take action 
toward the 
achievement of 
common goals in 
homes, schools 
and communities 
and are 
accountable for 
those actions.

1.4. Positive 
citizenship 
qualities include 
individuals 
making 
responsible 
choices, being 
accountable for 
choices and 
actions, and 
respecting the 
rights of others.

3.3. Local 
communities 
change over time. 

3.7. Ohio's local 
communities have 
challenges and 
opportunities that 
are shaped by 
their history and 
current actions to 
build a better 
future.

8.8. Problems 
arising under the 
Articles of 
Confederation 
led to debate 
over the 
adoption of the 
U.S. 
Constitution. 

8.10. The Articles of 
Confederation 
represented the first 
attempt of creating a 
central government 
that addressed the new 
political, economic, and 
territorial landscapes 
the United States faced. 
The Northwest 
Ordinance of 1787 
established the process 
for statehood.

Key

Content unchanged-clarification of language 

Content unchanged-significant language change 

New standards added 
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Ohio’s Learning Standards for English Language Arts



Strengthening Ohio’s K-8 Standards for English 
Language Arts 

• Significant changes in literacy instruction through ReadOhio initiatives 

and legislation since 2017

• Aligned standards with expectations for HQIM

• Added Reading Foundations 6-8 (word recognition skills)

• Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plans now continue through grade 8

• Added Writing Foundations K-8 (basics of handwriting and spelling)
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English Language Arts Standards Process

Summer 2025

Review of current 
standards 

Fall 2025

K-2 revisions with 
educator focus 

groups and survey 
feedback

Winter 2025

3-8 revisions with 
educator focus 

groups and survey 
feedback

Spring 2026

Final revisions to K-8 
standards
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English Language Arts Standards Revision Feedback
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Positive

• Clarity in handwriting 
standards

• Vertical articulation of skills 
and content across grade levels

• Alignment to Science of 
Reading

Improvements

• Alignment of Reading 
Foundations and Writing 
Foundations across K-8

• Increase in rigor to match 
expectations in HQIM



Revision Examples
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Kindergarten Grade 4 Grade 7

2017 2026 2017 2026 2017 2026

RL.K.4 Ask and 
answer 
questions about 
unknown words 
in a text.

RL.K.4 When 
presented with a 
read-aloud, ask 
and answer 
questions to 
determine the 
meaning of 
unknown or 
essential 
vocabulary 
words in a 
literary text.

RL.4.7 Make 
connections 
between the text of 
a story or drama 
and a visual or oral 
presentation of the 
text, identifying 
where each version 
reflects specific 
descriptions and 
directions in the 
text.

RL.4.7 Compare a 
written story or 
drama with a visual 
element (e.g., 
picture, video), 
multimedia 
performance, and 
/or oral reading, 
identifying details 
from the text that 
are shown, spoken, 
or acted out.

RF.7.3 (not 
applicable 
after grade 
5)

RF.7.3
a. Decode 
words by 
applying 
morphological 
analysis, words 
recognition, 
and etymology, 
including:
• Roots
• Prefixes
• Suffixes

Key

Content unchanged-clarification of language 

Content unchanged - significant language change 

New standards added 
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Ohio’s Integrated Model Curriculum

Invest in Ohio’s students by strengthening 
learning through meaningful connections to 
their state and local community

Complement High-Quality Instructional 
Materials (HQIM) in ELA with High Quality 
Instructional Resources (HQIR) in Social Studies

Use high-quality, evidence-based instructional 
practices and technologies to promote positive 
outcomes for all learners

Increase students’ access to social studies 
content knowledge and skill development

Pictured: The front cover of the Ohio’s Government and its 
Citizens draft source set released in Dec. 2025



Ohio’s Integrated Model Curriculum Process

Summer 2025

HB96 enrolled 
into law

Fall 2025

Development of 
draft IMC 
materials

Fall 2025 – 
Winter 2026

Educator pilot 
and 

professional 
learning

Winter 2026

Release at the 
New 

Perspectives on 
the Northwest 

Ordinance 
Conference

Spring 2026

Public 
comment 

survey and 
revision period

Summer 2026

Final 
publication and 

release
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Ohio–Specific Source Sets

•Ohio’s Landscapes: Natural 

and Human Made

•Ohio’s First Peoples

•Ohio’s Local Communities

•Ohio’s Icons and the American 

Story: America 250-Ohio

•Ohio’s Weather and Climate

•Ohio’s Ecosystems

• Farming in the Heart of It All

•Ohio’s Innovators

•Ohio’s Government and its 

Citizens

•Ohio’s Economy

• It All STEMS from Ohio
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OHIO.ORG

QUESTIONS?
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