| am Adam Staley and am an Agricultural Education Instructor, | strongly support House Bill
125 because it recognizes the educational value of FFA and 4-H activities. These programs
provide students with hands-on learning experiences that develop leadership,
responsibility, communication, career readiness, and workforce skills that cannot always
be taught in a traditional classroom setting.

Unfortunately, many educators and policymakers have become disconnected from
agriculture and the opportunities that agricultural education programs provide. As a result,
students are often penalized for participating in FFA and 4-H events, despite the fact that
these activities are directly tied to their education and future career success. Students
should not have to choose between valuable educational experiences and maintaining a
positive attendance record.

Having taught agricultural education for 26 years, | have witnessed firsthand the impact
these programs have on student development. Throughout my career, | have provided
recommendations for countless students seeking employment. Time and time again,
employers have expressed a preference for hiring students who have been actively involved
in FFA and 4-H because they possess strong work ethics, leadership skills, problem-solving
abilities, and experience working with others. These students have demonstrated
responsibility and commitment through their participation in activities beyond the
traditional classroom.

HB 125 ensures that students can take advantage of these opportunities without negatively
affecting their attendance records or academic standing. The legislation also requires
schools to allow students to make up missed work, ensuring that academic expectations
remain high while supporting valuable experiential learning opportunities.

FFA and 4-H members represent Ohio's future leaders, agricultural professionals, business
owners, and community volunteers. Their participation in contests, leadership
conferences, conventions, career development events, and community service projects
strengthens both their education and their communities. Students should be
encouraged—not discouraged—from participating in these meaningful experiences.

| respectfully urge support for HB 125 and its recognition that learning extends beyond the
walls of the classroom.



