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Dear Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in strong support of House Bill 125, which would
permit a limited number of excused school absences for students participating in approved 4-H and FFA
programs and workforce preparation events.

My name is Amy Bays, and | am not only an agricultural educator, | am also an advisor and parent from from
Richland County. | am writing to you today because | believe our education system should reward, rather than
penalize, youth who pursue hands-on leadership development and career exploration in agriculture.

Programs like 4-H and FFA are far more than traditional extracurricular activities; they are extension
classrooms. Through Supervised Agricultural Experiences (SAEs), livestock exhibitions, leadership
conventions, and career development events, students develop critical life skills. They learn public speaking,
financial literacy, time management, and small-business operations. These programs directly prepare the next
generation of our workforce.

Unfortunately, under current state attendance frameworks, the flexibility given to students to attend these
events varies drastically by school district. While some schools are highly cooperative, others treat these
essential educational events as unexcused absences. Students are sometimes forced to choose between
competing in state-level career contests, or taking a zero on classroom assignments.

Students who strive to better themselves and invest in the future of our agricultural economy should be met
with encouragement, not administrative penalties. HB 125 recognizes that learning doesn't just happen behind
a desk—it happens in the field, in the arena, and at the convention. Please afford the opportunity for our
students to be able to shine in their own light by passing HB 125.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge the Committee to support and pass House Bill 125.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and continued service to the students of Ohio.

Sincerely,

Amy Bays

Advisor, Crestview FFA

1575 St. Rt. 96

Ashland, Ohio 44805
bays.amy@crestviewschools.net



