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Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 125. My name is Alison
Derringer, and | am the President of the Ohio Association of Agricultural Educators. I'm writing
this testimony on behalf of our OAAE members and the thousands of young people across Ohio
who are gaining invaluable skills and experiences through Ohio 4-H and FFA programs.

Ohio's agricultural education programs are thriving. Right now, over 150,000 students
participate in 4-H programs across our state, and more than 30,000 students are active FFA
members. These young people represent the future of Ohio's agriculture, leadership, and
workforce.

But here's the challenge: many of our most dedicated students face a difficult choice—attend a
critical competition, leadership conference, or hands-on learning experience, or risk their
attendance record and grades. That's not a choice we should ask them to make.

This bill is straightforward and fair. It allows schools to support student participation for 4-H,
FFA, and other workforce preparation activities while ensuring:

-Students can make up their schoolwork without grade penalties.

-The absences don't count against students' absenteeism calculations.

-Agricultural education is recognized as a legitimate, enriching educational activity that
encourages learning outside of the classroom, setting up youth for future career success.

In other words, HB 125 levels the playing field. It treats agricultural education with the same
respect we give to other valuable school-sponsored activities.

When students participate in 4-H and FFA, they're not just missing class—they're developing
critical skills:

-Leadership and public speaking through competitions and presentations

-Problem-solving and innovation through agricultural projects and challenges.

-Teamwork and collaboration with peers from across the state and nation.

-Career readiness through hands-on workforce development.

These experiences directly support Ohio's economy and our communities. Agricultural
education isn't a distraction from learning—it is learning. It's applied, real-world education that
prepares students for careers in agriculture, business, STEM, and beyond.

We recognize that schools already balance competing priorities. That's exactly why this bill is
carefully crafted. By counting these activities as “present” and only allowing students to do so if
their grades and behavior are in good standing, we're removing barriers without creating new
burdens for teachers or administrators.



Schools won't be penalized for these absences, and students won't fall behind academically. It's
a win-win that keeps our young people engaged, challenged, and on track for any endeavor
they choose to pursue beyond K-12 education.

House Bill 125 sends a clear message: Ohio values agricultural education and invests in the
next generation of leaders and innovators.

We urge you to support this bill. Help us ensure that our 180,000+ 4-H and FFA members can
pursue their passion for agriculture, leadership, and service without sacrificing their academic
standing or school attendance records.

Thank you for considering this important legislation.

Alison Derringer
President, Ohio Association of Agricultural Educators



