June 1, 2026

Chairman Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate Education
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on Amended House Bill 125.

I am writing to express my sincere support for House Bill 125 regarding school attendance while participating in
district-approved 4-H and FFA activities. My name is Landon Elchinger and | am a student at Patrick Henry
High School where | am currently a member of both the FFA Chapter as well as the archery team. Outside of
school | also participate in 4-H where | serve as our club President, a Junior Fairboard member and Junior
Leadership Club. | also compete at local, state, and national livestock shows. House Bill 125 would allow me to
receive a mark of ‘present’ at school while attending these events. Currently these hours are impacting my
ability to participate in other school activities, many of which are FFA related.

While attending shows | learn about livestock production and marketing as well competing in knowledge
assessments (skillathons). In addition to the learning experiences at these events | am also able to make
industry connections that | plan to use for my future career.

As a member of the FFA and an agriscience student | have been able to use these skills countless times. |
have benefitted from field trips, job shadowing, and leadership development contests. Contrary to common
belief, participation in FFA has improved my engagement and grades in other classes. | have improved my
public speaking skills, independent study, writing ability, and time management skills.

Programs such as 4-H and FFA are often overlooked at the local school district level. It is my goal to compete
in 4-H and FFA events at the highest level. Attending these events will help me grow my resume and be better

prepared for FFA contests and achieve my post-graduation goals.

Thank you for allowing me to testify. Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns regarding the
impact Amended House Bill 125 will have on the rest of my school and future career.

Landon Elchinger



