Sometimes, it is vital for a student's education to take learning outside of the classroom. Real
world experiences and lessons sometimes cannot be taught, but instead have to be lived. As an
active member and officer of my school's FFA chapter | know this first hand. FFA has taught me
extremely valuable lessons, given me meaningful connections, and experiences that would not
have been possible if learning was confined to the classroom. Through FFA | was able to go to
Washington DC and lobby for agricultural education on a federal level. This allowed me to foster
meaningful connections and gave me the opportunity to represent a cause that has impacted
my life so heavily. FFA has also given me the opportunity to go to multiple leadership
conferences and conventions. One example of this is the National FFA Convention. At National
Convention, FFA members from all over the country meet in Indianapolis, Indiana for a three
day convention. This not only gives me the opportunity to develop connections with people from
all over the nation, but also teaches me valuable life lessons. For example at the sessions for
the convention there are always keynote speakers. These speakers give lessons and advice
that | have started to implement into my daily life. Only so much can actually be taught in a
classroom and these experiences have truly impacted my life for the better. Allowing
opportunities like the ones | have shared to not count as absences will allow more students to
have these experiences and will allow them to develop finer leadership skills to prepare them for
their future.



