
Good afternoon Chairman Arthur, Vice-Chairman Odioso, Ranking Member Brennan, 

and members of the committee. My name is Hannah Saum and I am here today to speak in favor 

of House Bill 125. I graduated from Amanda-Cleacreek High School in Fairfield County back in 

2023. Throughout my time in the education system, I had the opportunity to participate in a 

variety of co and extra curricular activities that have greatly developed me into the young woman 

that I am today.  

I was an active 4-H member, a varsity cheerleader, band member, part of the National 

Honor Society, and FFA member to name a few those organizations that had the most impact on 

my life. One of the most monumental was my time in FFA. At the end of my junior year of high 

school, I was elected to serve as the 2022-2023 Ohio FFA Vice President. While I was incredibly 

excited for this opportunity, it did create a new challenge- completing my high school education 

while also working to serve the 28,000 FFA members across the state. My duties required me to 

travel around Ohio to host leadership workshops throughout the school day for our members. 

Thankfully, I had great support from Amanda-Clearcreek and was able to fulfill these duties, but 

House Bill 125 would have enhanced that experience even more for me.  

I fully recognize not every student in Ohio will be elected for state office but there are 

numerous other activities within our organization that are beneficial for our students to attend. 

Two of those events include the National and State FFA Conventions. Both of these events are 

held during the school year and often cause students to miss around 5-6 total days of school. 

Conventions are incredibly important for all students because they highlight opportunities that 

otherwise might go unnoticed. Not only do they honor award recipients, they also have a college 

and career fair, leadership workshops, and even announce student workforce opportunities. Many 



students, including myself, decide their next steps in life because of what they are exposed to at 

these events.  

​ Because of the experiences I had in FFA I decided I wanted to pursue a career in 

agriculture and when it came time to choose a school, I knew I wanted to leave Ohio to see what 

other opportunities awaited me. As many of you may know though, out-of-state tuition is a large 

barrier preventing many students from attending their dream schools. However, I found many 

schools greatly valued the education I was able to receive outside of the classroom and offered 

me scholarships because of it. I ultimately decided to attend Texas A&M University and study 

animal science. After my first semester there, I was granted in-state tuition and additional 

scholarships specially for my time in FFA. These scholarship dollars have now added up to over 

$100,000 saved while completing my education. If it wasn’t for my time in the organizations 

mentioned previously, this never would have happened.  

​ I strongly encourage you to consider the things you have learned outside of the walls of a 

classroom. As many of us reflect, we might agree you tend to learn more when you are 

experiencing something, not just hearing about it. Whether that be how to raise crops and 

livestock, how to weld, or even how to grocery shop and plan a large meal, these are all things I 

was able to learn with support of my agriculture educators yet not within the confines of a 

traditional classroom. I would like to greatly thank you for the opportunity to share my story here 

today and strongly encourage you to vote in favor of House Bill 125 for the endless pathways it 

opens for Ohio’s students. Thank you.  

​  


