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Thank you for taking the time to consider my testimony in support of House Bill 125 to excuse 
absences related to 4-H and FFA. I obviously have skin in the game as an Ag Teacher and FFA 
Advisor, but I am also a product of both youth organizations, and know many successful and well 
rounded individuals that have grown up with similar opportunities.  
 
Here’s the thing: Education goes beyond the classroom, and anyone who believes that all learning 
can effectively happen in between 4 walls has not been in education at all, or for very long. At the 
same time, I have seen at some school districts, and sometimes my own, discrimination against 
middle and high school students for choosing opportunities that meet their interests and 
challenges their growth as young developing adults. This is because FFA and 4-H, depending on the 
region, does not fit into the typical mold of athletics or other ‘traditional’ student programs.  
 
Yet, we are large in numbers and thousands of FFA and 4-H Members are engaging with their school 
and community to develop leadership, personal growth, and career success. Yet some schools hold 
this against students for not excusing agriculture related activities, as they would for other youth 
organizations.  
 
Due to this, some FFA Chapters are struggling, as students must now piece and part and choose 
what activities they may or may not participate in. If a student is presented with an opportunity, 
whether it be a competition, leadership workshop, tour, or other agriculture related event, that will 
challenge their comfort zone and promote the space to learn and grow, they should be able to take 
it without fear of repercussions and seeing the dreaded ABSENCE on their attendance record. Not 
only do they learn more about class related content, but they learn life skills as well. I have 
witnessed many first time experiences while taking kids on trips that go beyond the trip itself: 
Ordering food for themselves, speaking to strangers, using a credit card, figuring out a tip to 
include on a bill, or even just seeing outside of the town where they live.  
 
It seems that there is a huge push for Career Technical Education programs as well, and along with 
that goes FFA Chapters. So we can’t be saying “Yes, do all of the CTE related things, BUT….” It’s a 
confusing message to our youth, and makes many of them feel that they now have to choose 
between where they want to invest their time.  
 
House Bill 125 has the opportunity to correct this by including FFA and 4-H related absences as 
excused. Please consider passing this Bill through for the sake of our youth, Ag Programs, and Jr. 
Fair programs.  
 
Sincerely,  
 



Maddi Morlock 
 


