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Chair Brenner, Vice Chair Blessing, Ranking Member Ingram, and members of the Senate
Education Committee: thank you for the opportunity to offer proponent testimony on Substitute
House Bill 25, the Fostering School Success Act.

My name is Kisha Boone. I am a foster mom and the Advocacy Coordinator for the Junior
League of Columbus. Through Bridging the G.A.P., we guide, advocate, and provide for young
people in foster care and in the transition to adulthood.

Over the past several months, I have been one of the co-organizers of the Fostering Potential
lecture series, co-hosted by ACTION Ohio, the Children’s Defense Fund—Ohio, and the Junior
League of Columbus. The series has done what H.B. 25 asks Ohio to do: bring youth voice,
schools, child-welfare partners, and policymakers to the same table to serve students in foster
care.!

Across five sessions, we have had 235 total registrations, 96 unique attendees, and more than 230
YouTube views. We share these numbers because they show that people across Ohio care about
this issue. They want to learn from best practices they can implement in their own communities,
and they want to see policy change.

The most important lessons have come from young people themselves. One foster alumna told us
she attended more than seven or eight high schools. She left school just before graduation—the
same moment she aged out—because she was missing more than half the credits she needed. In
some placements, she waited 30 days, and sometimes three months, before school began again.
She told us she loved learning, but it was discouraging to fall further and further behind after
each placement change. She is now working toward her GED.?

Another young person switched schools mid-year and missed almost an entire geometry unit. No
adult asked, “What were you working on? What do you need to stay on track?” She nearly failed
sophomore year. She has since created videos explaining why foster students need trained adults
at school.?

Another student, who learned about a sudden school placement just before the end of the school
year, went to each teacher and asked what he had to do to pass before leaving the next day. That
burden should not fall on a child. Another alumna attended nine high schools, graduated with a

! Fostering Potential Lecture Series, YouTube archive, https://www.youtube.com/@FosteringPotentialOhio. The series is co-
hosted by the Junior League of Columbus, ACTION Ohio, and Children’s Defense Fund—Ohio and is organized around four
commitments: informing participants about policies and the legal floor; centering lived experience; connecting policy to practice;
and leaving participants with usable tools.

2 Fostering Potential Lecture Series, Session 2, YouTube video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hyvbjZJWFd8&t=384s, at
approximately 00:01:30-00:03:10.

3 Fostering Potential Lecture Series, Session 5, YouTube video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kuel0ddYwtl, at
approximately 00:02:00-00:08:00.



3.3 GPA, and later founded her own nonprofit. Her motto is simple: the system is not broken; it
is disconnected.*

For students in foster care, school can be the one steady place left: the counselor who feels like
family, the teacher who knows the child can succeed, the IEP team that understands a disability,
the sibling in the same building even when siblings are living apart, or the friend group that
makes a child want to show up.

H.B. 25 names the adults responsible for protecting those lifelines. It creates district-level and
building-level responsibility. It makes training routine. It turns rights on paper into daily
practice.’

A ten-year-old foster student in our series—one of my foster daughters—told us she dreams of
becoming a nurse. Students like her should not have to depend on luck, geography, or one heroic

adult to stay on track.6

Please pass H.B. 25 soon, and champion its implementation in your own districts.

4 Fostering Potential Lecture Series, Session 1, YouTube video, https://youtu.be/2Mz_XFGURKs?si=Bj1RP5iptt1 FkEFo, at
approximately 00:02:00-00:05:00.

3 Ohio Legislative Service Commission, H.B. 25 Bill Analysis, “As Passed by the House,” Mar. 5, 2026, https://search-
prod.lis.state.oh.us/api/v2/general assembly 136/legislation/hb25/02 PH/attachments/analysis/.

6 Fostering Potential Lecture Series, Session 3, YouTube video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9AHihhR2VYA, at
approximately 00:01:00-00:03:20.



